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NINTH ANNUAL REPORT 

OP THE 

DIRECTOR OF CONYICT PRISONS 

IN IRELAND, 

UNDER 17 & 18 VIC., CAP. 76. 



TO THE RIGHT HON. SIR ROBERT PEEL, BART., M.P., 
CHIEF SECRETARY FOR IRELAND. 



Government Prisons’ Office, Dublin Castle, 
March, 1863. 



Sir. 



In accordance with the provisions of the Act 17 & 18 Vic., 
cap. 76, I beg to submit the Annual Report on the state of the 
Convict Prisons in Ireland for 1862. 

Accommodation . 

The accommodation for convicts in the Government Prisons on 
the 1st January, 1863, may be estimated as amounting to *2,130. 

Government Prisons. 

Number in custody on 1st January, 1863, 

Accommodation on 1st January, 1863, 



Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


. 1,138 


437 


1,575 


. *1,600 


530 


*2,130 


S. 

Males. 


Females. 


Total. 



Number in custody on 1st January, 1863, . . 8 1 

Gross Total of Convicts in Ireland, 1,584. 

Number or Convicts Sentenced to Penal Servitude durino 
the Year 1862. 

Males. Females. 

144 67 



3 years, 



8 

10 

14 

15 

Life, 



65 

15 

31 

2 

44 

19 

2 



40 

2 



167 



Total. 

211 

136 

105 

17 

37 

3 

52 

22 



f592 



Gross Total sentenced in 1862, . 425 
* Not including the closed prison at Pliilipstown, which has accommodation for 

t Thirteen of these are military convicts, 
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Disposal of Convicts. 

Discharged unconditionally, on completion of sentence, &c., . . 99 

Released on Orders of Licence, 218 

Total, 317 

Subjoined is a table similar to the one given in previous Annual 
Reports, showing the number of Convicts respectively “ In Custody, 
&e.,” “ Convicted,” and “ Discharged,” since the year 1854, inch- 
sive : — 



In custody in 
Government Prisons, 
January 1st. 


Year. 


Convicted. 


No. 

Discharged. 


*3933 


1854 


710 


658 


3427 


1855 


518 


820 


3209 


1856 


389 


1107 


2614 


1857 


426 


910 


2277 


1858 


358 


946 


1773 


1859 


322 


595 


1631 


1860 


331 


524 


1492 


1861 


368 


561 


1314 


1862 


f592 


317 


1575 


1863 




— 



In will be seen by the above table that the numbers annually dis- 
charged have decreased considerably since 1856, and that in the 
year°which is the subject of this Report, only 317 have been dis- 
charged, being 244 less than in the previous year. 

Although from this cause and a sudden increase in the number 
of convictions and sentences to penal servitude, the number of 
Convicts in the Government Prisons at the end of 1862 was con- 
siderably greater than at the end of the preceding year, the increase 
is only in a small degree beyond the average number at the end of 
each of the last five years; that average being 1,557, and the 
number in custody at the end of 1862 being 1,575. 

The increase in the number sentenced to penal servitude in the 
year 1862, may fairly be attributed to the prevalence of distress 
in many parts of the country ; in corroboration of which it can be 
stated, from information obtained from official sources, that the 
numbers confined in the County and City Prisons have also increased 
in this year, and that there has been a considerable increase in the 
number of paupers receiving relief throughout Ireland. The 
figures in the following table exemplify this statement. 



Years. 


Prisoners 

in 

County Gaols. 

j 


Paupers receiving 
In-door or 
Out-door Relief. 


In Convict Prisons. 


January 








1859 


2,844 


44,866 


1,773 


1860 


2,535 


44,929 


1,631 


1861 


2,488 


60,683 


1,492 


1862 


2,916 


59,584 


1,314 


1863 


3,055 


65,847 


1,576 



* In addition to this number there were 345 convicts under detention m the 
county prisons, and several hundred in Bermuda and Gibraltar, who were subse- 
quently discharged in Ireland, 
f Thirteen of these are military convicts, • 
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As might he expected, under the circumstances above referred 
to the number of re-convictions within the past year shows a con- 
siderable increase over the previous years, when the country was 
in a different state. If the pressure of want leads into the com- 
mission of serious crime some who have not been known to have 
previously thus offended, it is not to be supposed that others who 
have already been known as criminals would be proof against such 
an incentive. The practice, moreover, in this country (as described 
in previous Reports), of systematically bringing to the notice of the 
Judo-cs and Assistant Barristers full particulars of the antecedents of 
habitual criminals convicted before them who have previously been 
hi the Convict Prisons, leads directly to such cases being returned 
to those prisons, instead of being only sentenced to imprisonment 
in the County Gaols.® As this part of the system becomes more 
developed, and all discharged Convicts come to be subjected to 
supervision for some period after discharge, it may reasonably be 
anticipated that but few of them who may return to a course of 
crime will escape identification and consequent increased severity 

of sentence upon re-conviction. 

The supervision of discharged Convicts by the Ponce m the 
rural districts of Ireland, and by Mr. Organ, the indefatigable Lec- 
turer of Smitlifield and Lusk Prisons (whose Report is appended), 
in the City and County of Dublin, continues to work satisfactorily. 
Of twelve' male Convicts whose licences have been revoked witlnn 
the year, nine were thus dealt with in consequence of their non- 
observance of the regulations connected with their supervision, or 
otherwise imposed by their state of conditional liberty. 

The working of the Intermediate Prisons, as the final stage before 
discharge on licence, has also been very satisfactory considering 
the reduced numbers which have been maintained in those Prisons 
durum the year, owing to the general shortness of the sentences of 
the prisoners who have passed through them, and the consequent 
short periods of their detention in this stage of imprisonment. 
Havinv due regard to the more penal objects of imprisonment, it 
has not been found practicable to allot for Convicts under sentence 
of three or four years penal servitude longer periods m the inter- 
mediate Prisons than four or five months respective^. h rom these 
short periods, taken in connexion with their previous short deten- 
tion in the Public Works Prisons, it is not considered that they 
can he so well trained and fitted for discharge as could be desired, 
and this is borne out by the proportion of relapses from this class 
of discharged prisoners being considerable as compared with those 
from the Convicts discharged after a longer course of imprisonment 
In previous Annual Reports it has been estimated that about 75 
per cent, of the Prisoners would be qualified bv conduct for discharge 
through the Intermediate Prisons, and this has been borne out by the 
experience of the last two years, in which out of the total number 
of 434 men leaving the Public Works Prison at Spike Island, 325 
have gone to the Intermediate Prisons or 74-9 per cent. Of' the 
balance a considerable proportion has been excluded from those 
Prisons for special reasons independent of Prison conduct. 

* The forms in use for this purpose axe given in the Appendix, pages 63 and 64. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




8 



Ninth Annual Report of the Director 



The following are the total numbers of Convicts discharged from 
the beginning of 1856 to the end of 1862 : — 



Total discharged, 



On Licence. Absolutely. 

. 3,388 2,369 

510 693 



Totals. 



3,7 57\ ,1 <u 
3,2031 4,9£ 



The numbers returned of the above to Convict Prisons were as 
follows : — 



Total. 



Re-sentenced, 510 

Licences revoked, *107 



Total, .... 617— out of 4,960, 

or 12 *44 per cent. 



It has not been the practice to include in the Directors’ Annual 
Reports minute statistics showing per-centages of relapses on the 
numbers discharged annually from the Irish Convict Prisons. 
When dealing with small numbers exceptional occurrences may 
greatly disturb the practical value of statistical results, and lead to 
erroneous inferences. The exceptional circumstances of the year 
which is the subject of this Report, form an instance of what has 
just been stated. The number of discharges therein has decreased; 
while there has been an increase to about a similar extent in the 
number of convictions ; and this has been accompanied by an in- 
creased number of relapses, as might be expected from the circum- 
stances, already referred to, in page 7. The result has been, that 
by this one year, — the last of the seven referred to, — the per- 
centage of relapses has been raised to that above given from 9-9, 
the corresponding per-centage for the six years ending December, 

It is submitted that the results of one year only, especially when 
that period is shown to have been attended with marked exceptional 
circumstances, can afford no fair criterion for judging of any Prison 
system, but that taking into account the appliances practically in 
operation in Ireland, by means of supervision and otherwise, for 
enforcing the conditions of licence on discharged Convicts and 
identifying those who may fall back into crime, the results above 
given of the seven years’ continuance of the system can fairly 
claim to be considered as of a very successful character. 

The Female Refuges at Golden-bridge and Heytesbury-street, 
for Convicts on discharge, continue to be most valuable adjuncts 
to the Convict system, and of great utility to the women in pro- 
viding them with suitable means of employment, and keeping them 
from falling back into a course of crime. The admirable manage- 
ment of those valuable institutions deserves to be mentioned with 
commendation, and with thankfulness to the managers whose able 
and devoted attention produces such excellent results. 

In the last Annual Report it was stated that the Convict Prison 
at Pliilipstown was about to be closed ; this was effected by the end 
of March, and the Convicts were then distributed between Spike 
Island and Mountjoy Male Prisons. At the latter it was found 

(Viz., 81 males and 26 females.) Of tliese tile Licences of 34 males and 21 
females were revoked for irregularities — not criminal offences. 
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practicable to establish an associated class of the tradesmen, — tailors 
and shoemakers, — who had hitherto been employed in the mariu- 
facturino- department at Pliilipstown, a portion of the Mountjoy 
Prison feng allotted exclusively to their use, and this arrangement 
has so far worked satisfactorily. 

The closing of this Prison has caused a considerable reduction 
of expense in the Convict service ; the staff of officers necessary to 
be kept up there having latterly been unavoidably great in pro- 
portion to the small number of Prisoners. The Governor, Mr. 
Ho<n'eve, was transferred to fill the office of Secretary and 
Accountant in the Director’s Office, in the place of Mr. Hickson 
(whose death was mentioned in the last Annual Report), and in 
this post Mr. Hogreve’s Prison experience and other qualifications, 
have been of much advantage to the service. 

The absence of any available vacancies elsewhere in the Convict 
department rendered necessary the retirement of the other superior 
and principal officers of Pliilipstown Prison. The subordinate 
officers capable of satisfactorily performing further effective, duty 
have been absorbed, as far as possible, as vacancies occurred in the 

other Prisons. . , . . 

The general result in point of economy m closing this Prison, 
may be stated as having reduced the rate of expenses for .each 
Convict in the Government Prisons in this year by nearly £5 pel 
head as compared with the preceding year. 

The actual expenditure for the nine months of the financial 
year, from April to December, 1862, inclusive, gives the annual 
rate of cost, without deducting the value of labour, as £26 6s. for 



each Prisoner. . . . 

Although, however, the advantage lias been gained ot dimmish- 
incr the expense of the Convict Establishments in Ireland by the 
closing of Philipstown Prison, there lias been on the other hand the 
attendant disadvantage of' having to remove the Invalids and other 
Prisoners unfit for actual employment on Public Works, including 
several who, though not insane, are weak-minded and irrespon- 
sible, to Spike Island, where the construction and general arrange- 
ments do not afford the means of dealing with these varied classes 
so conveniently or effectively as in the former Prison which was 
specially adapted for that object. . . 

The presence of the class of men alluded to in an associated 
Prison for Public Works is, moreover, unfavourable for the pur- 
poses of discipline and regularity, and must add considerably to 
the ordinary difficulties of the authorities in immediate charge ot 
such an establishment. , , , 

The Prison buildings at Philipstown are placed under the charge 
of a subordinate officer retained in the service and residing on t e 
spot for this purpose ; and they will be kept in a propel state o 
repair in case of their re-occupation becoming necessary. 

In referring to the important change that lias taken place 
within the year in the arrangements for superintending the Con- 
vict Prisons Department in Ireland, it would be unnecessary tor me 
to enlarge on the great loss that the public service has s^tamed by 
the retirement, on account of ill-health (m May last), of 11 
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Crofton, c.B., the late Chairman of the Board, of Directors, who 
with his first colleagues, Captain Knight and Mr. Lentaigne, 
founded and developed the Convict System, which is allowed to 
have worked so satisfactorily in Ireland , and has attracted so much 
public attention and favourable notice in other countries. 

The change referred to consisted in the present abolition of the 
Board of Directors, and in leaving the superintendence to the 
charge of myself, the only remaining Director, with the aid of two 
Inspectors, Captain Barlow, previously Local Inspector of Spike 
Island Prison, and Mr. Netterville, previously Governor of Mount- 
joy Male Prison. The closing of Philipstown Prison had reduced 
to"a certain extent the duties of general superintendence, and the 
change above described caused a saving in the expense of superin- 
tendence of over £500 a year ; hut the nature of the Irish Convict 
System required such constant and minute attention on the part of 
the Directors themselves, to the individual cases of the Prisoners 
in the progress of classification and in otherwise adjusting the pro- 
cess of marks for the right use of the Intermediate Prisons, that it 
may he considered as still experimental whether only one officer 
with the power of a Director, can carry out those objects and per- 
form the general duties as efficiently as was practicable under the 
former plan of superintendence. 

Alterations have been proposed in the Rules, for the purpose of 
giving increased powers to the Inspectors ; but in the possible con- 
tinued absence of the Director from illness or other cause, incon- 
venience to the service might still arise ; and I feel also called upon 
to state that I have already experienced the result of the change iii 
the heavy increase of labour and responsibility that must fill upon 
the person entrusted with the duties of sole Director, however 
zealously the Inspectors may perform the visiting and other duties 
that properly belong to their office. 

The usual observations on points referring to each particular 
Prison will be found appended hereto, under the proper heads, 
with the Reports of the Governor and other superior Officers of 
the Prisons* 

I have the honour to he, 

Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

I. S. Whitty, Director. 



' See Notes, pages S3 and 46. 
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MOUNTJOY MALE CONVICT PRISON. 



Mountjoy 

Govern- 

ment 

Prison. 



Director's 

The only eliange of any importance that has taken place in con- Report. 
nexion with this prison lias been the introduction of an associated 
class of convicts, caused by the necessity for removing (as men- 
tioned in the previous year’s Report) the tradesmen, chiefly shoe- 
makers and tailors, from Pliiiipstowii Prison, on the closing of that 
establishment. This class generally averages about forty-five lit 

A portion of one of the wings of Mountjoy Prison was tempo- 
rarily screened off from the rest tor this purpose, and workshops 
and exercising grounds allotted to this class of prisoners, so as to 
keen them entirely distinct from the convicts undergoing the 
ordinary course of separate confinement as the first stage oi their 

sentences. _ • • i j 

These arrangements, and the construction of an exercising shed 
for the use of tiiis class in wet weather, have been the only altera- 
tions necessary in the prison since the date of the last annual 

^The buildings generally are in good order and repair. 

Owino- to the introduction of the above class ot convicts, and the 
increase during the year in the number of sentences of penal 
servitude in the country, the number of convicts m Mountjoy has 
been considerably greater than ill the previous year. The average 
number this year has been 316. The accommodation of the prison 

extends to 496 cells. „ . . . , , 

It has been necessary, in consequence of this increase, to make 
an addition of six Wanders to the staff of the prison, all of whom 
were called in from the list of Warders pensioned on the closing 
of Philips town Prison. . . , n 

The conduct of the officers of the prison has been generally 
satisfactory throughout the year, and there has been no occasion 

for any dismissal. , , . , c 

The general conduct of the prisoners, both m separate confine- 
ment and belonging to the associated class above refeired to, 
been good. There has been no necessity for having recourse to 
corporal punishment, and the penal ward remains unoccupied. 

Of the 310 prisoners removed after probation to other convict 
prisons during the year, 263 had qualified themselves by satisfactory 
conduct for such removal (agreeably to an existing regulation for 
the reward of good conduct) at eight months, instead oi nine 
months, from reception. To obtain this advantage it is ne . cessl »> 
that a prisoner should have incurred no punishment during the 

period of his confinement in the prison. . , ■ 

The convicts in separation have been employed as e^Uuned * 
former reports; viz., picking oakum for the first three ' . ot _ 
their imprisonment; and afterwards m snch ordinary ’ . 

closing, repairing clothes, &c., as affords more mental occupation, 
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Mountjoy 

Govern- 

ment 

Prison. 

Director's 

Repoii. 



without requiring special instruction from the Warders. Those 
only who are found to he practised tailors and shoemakers are 
employed in their cells at their trades during this stage of separate 
confinement. 

The industry of the prisoners employed as tradesmen, both in 
separate confinement and association, has been satisfactory. The 
amount of earnings is shown in the appended Governor’s Report. 
There has been no idleness among the prisoners otherwise em- 
ployed. 

The juvenile class has at present disappeared from this prison, 
all under that appellation in previous years having attained the age 
of adults, and having been dealt with accordingly. 

The Reports of the Chaplains speak favourably of the attention 
of the prisoners to their religious instruction. 

The school continues to work satisfactorily under the Head 
Schoolmaster, Mr. M‘Gauran, and his assistants, and to have its 
ordinary objects and advantages added to by the practice of in- 
structing the prisoners when attending it in the objects of the prison 
system to which they are subjected, and the encouragement which 
it holds out to good conduct. Each prisoner receives an hour’s 
schooling daily. 

The health of the prisoners has been generally good throughout 
the year. It has been necessary to exempt twenty-three convicts, 
on medical grounds, wholly or partially from the ordinary course 
of separate confinement. These men, when this necessity was cer- 
tified, were removed to an associated prison. 

As stated in previous annual Reports, meat is not included in the 
prisoners’ ordinary diet for the first four months of their detention 
in this prison. 

The photographs of all the convicts are taken as soon as possible 
after their reception. It has become a subject of consideration 
whether it might not be desirable to have them taken again when 
the prisoner’s course of probation in this prison has been nearly 
terminated. 

The actual expenses of the prison during the year 1862 have 
been only the ordinary necessary items of expenditure, and are 
given in the Appendix to the Governor’s Report. 

On the appointment of Mr. Netterville to the office of one of the 
two Inspectors appointed on the abolition of the Board of Directors, 
Mr. Spread, who had long satisfactorily performed the duties of 
Deputy Governor of the prison, was promoted to be Governor in 
his place. The office of Deputy Governor was discontinued, and 
the first Principal Warder, Mr. Brown, was promoted to the rank 
of Chief Warder, an office not previously in existence in Mountjoy 
Prison. This arrangement has been found to work satisfactorily. 



I. S. Whitty, Director. 
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GOVERNOR’S REPORT. Mountjot 

Mountjoy (Male) Government Prison, 

January, 1363. Prison# 

Cm T have the honour to submit mv Annual Report, and Statistical Returns 

oik, x 1101*0 ,q/. 0 * Governor's 

of this prison for the year 1862. _ . , . . .. Report. 

With regard to tiie prisoners m separation, a similar mode ot treatment to 
that adopted in the preceding years has, in every respect, been pursued ; and in 
this first probationary, and very important stage of prison discipline, particular 
attention has been paid, religious and secular instruction imparted, habits of 
industry inculcated, and the sanitary condition of the inmates closely observed 

^They^were employed, as usual, at picking oakum for the first three months, 
and after that period their occupation was changed to learning the rudiments of 
tailoring and how to close hoot and shoe uppers. 

* The advantages to be acquired in their subsequent classification by good con- 
duct and strict 5 conformity to the prison rules have been carefully explained ; 
and I feel much pleasure in being enabled to state, that out of 310 prisoners 
removed to association in the past year, 263 of these obtained that privilege 
in eight instead of the ordinary period of nine months, in consequence of the very 
creditable manner in which they conducted themselves during them probationary 

** Owing to the previous introduction of the system of Reformatory schools, 
only a small number of juvenile prisoners were remaining here at the end of 
1861. In the course of 1862 these have since been disposed of by removal to 
Intermediate Prisons, discharge on completion of sentence, and transfer of the 
residue (a few grown-up boys) to the associated adult division , and as there 
were no juveniles received during the latter year, this class of convicts, which 
was formerly a numerous one at Mountjoy, now no longer exists. 

On the abolition of Philipstown Prison in the month of March last, the conviets 
who were employed there in association as shoemakers and tailors were removed 
to this depot, one of the divisions of which having been previously prepared and 
distinctly set apart for their location. Amongst this class, some of whom are 
special cases, and prisoners under long sentences of penal servitude, there are 
several good tradesmen, who have produced a considerable quantity ot well- 

executed work. . . , _ , . ,, 

In adverting to the conduct of the prisoners in general, I can testify in the 
most favourable manner. The penal ward remained unoccupied during the 
year, and, as will be seen by the annexed table, the punishments in proportion 
to the daily average number of prisoners in custody, were remarkably few, and 
offences of a grave or aggravated nature were comparatively very rare. 

The principal officers in every branch of this establishment have zealously 
co-operated with me from time to time in carrying out your instructions, and 
the subordinate officers, in general, have performed their duties in a satisfactory 
manner. , , , , 

The prison building and fittings have been kept in good repair, under the 
Board of Public Works. . 

I certify that the “rules laid down for the government of the prison have 
been complied with during the past year, except in^ such cases as have been 
reported to you, or brought under the notice of the Visiting Inspector. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

R. D. Spread, Governor. 

To Captain I. S. Whitty, Director 
of Government Prisons. 



CrissirasD Statement of the Numbeb of Offences committed by the Prisoner, 
during the year ended 31st December, 1862. 

Offence. 



Gross Insubordination, - 
Insubordination, - - 

Disobedience and insolence, - 

Theft, 

Idleness, - - •• - - 

Communicating and other minor 
offences, - 



Offenco. 

Insolence, - - " 

Feigned attempt at suicide, - 
Disorderly conduct, - - - 

Wilfully damaging prison property, 
Assaults on convicts. 

Total, 



l 

19 
4 
10 

- 132 
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Classification of Chimes for which those Prisoners have been sentenced who 
were received during the year ended 31st December, 1862. 



Crimes. 

Arson, - 

Arson in workhouses, - 
Assault, - 

Assaulting dwelling, - 

,, and robbery, 

As 6 stealing, 

Bigamy, 

Burglary, 

,, and felony, - 

„ and robbery, - 

, , and larceny, - 

Cattle stealing, - 
Coining, - 

Cutting and wounding, - 
Embezzlement, - _ - 
Escaping being a convict, 

Felony, ------ 

„ after previous conviction, 

Felonious assault, - 
Forgery, - 

Grevious assault, - 
Housebreaking, - 

„ and felony, 

,, and robbery, - 

„ and stealing therein, 

Highway robbery, - 
Horse stealing, - 



Crimes. 

Larceny, - 

,, from the person, 

,, and previous conviction, 

,, and felony, - 

Malicious assault, 

Manslaughter, - 
Murder, - 

Malicious injury to machinery, 
Military offences, - 
Obtaining money under false pre- 
tences, - 
Passing base coin, 

Picking pockets, - 
Pig stealing, 

Rape, - 
Robbery, 

Receiving stolen goods, 

Ribbonism, - 
Sheep stealing, - 
Subsequent felony, 

Uttering forged notes, - 
Uttering base coin, 

Vagrancy, - 

Writing threatening letters, 
Placing piece of wood on railway. 



No. 

68 

28 

39 

11 

6 

6 

3 



Total, - - - 508 

Number of Prisoners admitted in association during the year ended 
31st December, 1862, and instructed in trades— 

No. 



Trades. 

Tailors from Philipstown Prison, - 
,, ,, Separation at Mount joy 

Prison, - 

Shoemakers from Philipstown Prison, 

,, ,, Separation at Mount- 

joy Prison, 

Carpenters, - - - - 

Garden labourers (juveniles), 

Smiths, ------ 

Remaining on 31st December, 1861, 20 



- 12 



Trades. 

Removed Tailors, - 

,, Shoemakers, - 

,, Carpenters, - 

,, Garden labourers, - 
,, Smiths, - 

Remaining on 31st December, 1862, 



Total, 



Total, 



93 ! 



Return of Work performed in the Tailors’ and Shoemakers’ Department 
during the year ended 31st December, 1862. 

No. 



Men’s Bhoes made, 

,, boots made, 

Blucher boots made, - 
Women’s boots made, - 
Boys’ boots made, 

Officers’ slippers made, 

Frieze slippers made, - 
Men’s shoes repaired, - 
, , Blucher boots repaired, 
Women’s shoes repaired, 
Officers’ slippers ,, 

Clog uppers closed, 

Prison uppers closed, - 
Uniform top coats made, 

„ frock „ ,, 

,, trowsers ,, 

. » caps ,, 

„ top coats repaired, - 

„ frock „ ,, 

,, trowsers ,, 

„ caps „ 



1,026 

28 

191 

11 

81 

100 

548 

20 

201 

128 

351 

641 

57 

140 

150 

135 

24 

45 

49 

8 



Frieze jackets made, - 
,, vests ,, 

,, trowsers ,, 

,, caps ,, 

,, braces ,, 

Frieze jackets repaired, 

,, vests ,, 

,, trowsers ,, - 

,, vests sleeve lined, 
„ jackets faced, - 
„ ,, badged, - 

Tweed vests made, 
Flannel shirts ,, 

,, drawers ,, 

,, 6hirts repaired, 
,, drawers „ - 
Linen shirts repaired, - 



Calico badges made, - 
„ aprons „ 



No. 

544 

703 

1,564 

440 

484 

227 

118 

279 

52 

79 

94 

14 

291 

484 

50 

75 

179 

540 

608 
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Statement of the Expenditure for the year ended 31st December, 1862. 

HEADS OF SERVICE. 

Salaries, ------ 

Victualling, including officers’ rations, 

Lighting, 

Contingencies, - 
Utensils and furniture, - 
Medicines and surgical instruments, 

Medical comforts, - 
Gratuities to prisoners, 

Freights and charges, - 
Travelling charges, - 
Prisoners on discharge, - - - 

Prisoners’ clothing, - 
Funeral expenses, - 
Washing and soap, - 
Cleaning prison, - 

Bedding, 

Officers' clothing, - 

Advertising, 

Allowance to officers in charge of penal class, - 
Rates and taxes, - 



15 



£ 


s. 


d. 


- 3,393 


1 


4 


- 2,399 


9 


4 


- 578 


6 


0 


- 118 


10 


11 


- 106 


16 


10 


74 


4 


11 


73 


16 


1 


6 


2 


4 


20 


19 


3 


10 


0 


4 


16 


0 


9 


- 1,252 


3 


8 


3 


5 


6 


- 165 


11 


6 


44 


19 


7 


10 


3 


0 


- 310 


11 


5 


8 


4 


3 


36 


0 


0 


40 


0 


0 



Mountjot 

Govern- 

ment 

Prison. 

Governor ’« 
Report. 



Total, 



- 8,668 6 6 



Statement of the Number of Convicts committed and disposed of, from 
1st January, 1862, to 31st December, 1862. 

Removed to — 



Convict Depots, - 328 

Discharged, - - - - 18 

Died, ------ 5 

Remaining in custody on the 31st 
December, 1862, - - 337 



Received from — 

County and City Gaols, - -421 

Convict Depots, - - - 64 

Head Police Office (revoked li- 
cence), ----- 10 
Military Prisoners, - - - 13 

In custody on the 1st January, 1862, 180 

Table showing the reported Previous Imprisonment of the Prisoners received 
° during the year ended 31st December, 1862. 

Not reported to have been in prison 



before, 

Once, - 
Twice, - 
Three times, - 
Four „ 

Five „ 

Six „ 
Seven „ 



- 121 
106 
73 
52 
25 
23 
14 
12 



Eight times, 

Nine - 

Ten - 

Ten and under fifteen times, 
Fifteen times and over, - 
Antecedents not known, 

Total, - 



7 

1 

5 

9 

10 

60 



Ages of Piusonbrs on Conviction, received dining tie year ended 
31st December, 1862. 



Under fifteen years of age, - - 2 

Fifteen, and under twenty, - - 114 

Twenty, and under twenty-five, - 173 
Twenty-five, and under thirty, - 98 

Thirty, and under forty, - - 75 



Forty, and under fifty, - 
Fifty, and under sixty, - 
Sixty, and over, 

Total, - 



- 28 

- 14 

- 4 

- 508 



Sentences of tie Pbisonebs committed to this Prison daring the year ended 
31st December, 1862 

Ten years’ transportation, 

Fourteen ,, ,, 

Fifteen ,, ,, 



Life, - 
Three years’ penal servitude, 
Four ,, ,, 

Five „ ,, 

Six „ ,, 

Married, 135. 
Protestants, 67. 



- 5 

- 158 

- 117 

- 63 

- 31 



Seven years’ penal servitude, 
Eight ,, >, 



Ten 
Fourteen 
Fifteen 
Life, - 



43 

3 

49 

18 

2 

5 

608 



Roman Catholics, 433. 



Total, 

Single, 373. 

Presbyterians, 8. 
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Return allowing the Value of the Productive Labour of the Prisoners, and 
the number Employed during the year ended 31st December, 1862. 



How Employed. 



Tailors, -------- 

Shoemakers, ------ 

Carpenters, -------- 

Smiths, - - - - 

Gardening and labouring work, " 

Tinmen, - -- -- -- -- 

Net-makers, 

Fatigue 0 work, cleaning prison, cooking, and picking 
rope junk, - -- -- -- - 

Daily average effective prisoners employed as above. 
Daily average non-effectives (in the hospital, unable to 
work, sick in cells), ------ 



Total daily average, 
Total, - 



Daily 
average 
No. em- 
ployed 
303 days. 


Estimated value 
of the work 
performed. 


*49*16 


£ s. d. 
337 14 9 


t75’92 


246 9 7 


1-70 


37 5 4 


r 


22 14 6 


12-03 


182 5 0 


•88 


19 19 11 


•39 


2 19 l 


*76 


15 16 1 


147*79 


494 11 7 


289-63 


- 


26-96 


- 


316*59 


_ 


— 


1,359 15 10 



Medical 

Officer's 

Report. 



MEDICAL OFFICER’S REPORT. 

Mountjoy Prison (Male), 
January, 1863. 

Sir,— I have the honour of laying before you a report of the sanitary con- 
dition of the Mountjoy Male Government Prison during the year 1862. 

I am happy to be able to state that no outbreak of contagious or epidemic 
disease has occurred within the prison during the year now ended. 

Five deaths have taken place during the year 1862, all resulting from chronic 
disease ; three of these were from tubercular or scrofulous disease so common 
among the convict class, one from disease of the kidneys, and one from an old 
standing disease of the heart, giving rise to dropsy. 

The per-centage of deaths is seen to be larger than has been usual for. some 
years back; this is, I believe, to be accounted for by the fact,, that at the time of 
the closure of Philipstown Prison, some invalids were necessarily, transferred here, 
who were in a state of health too delicate to bear so long a journey as would 
have required to convey them to Spike Island Prison, and who died in this 
prison. 

A larger number of prisoners than usual has been recommended for removal 
from this prison on medical grounds during the year 1 862, in all amounting to 
twenty- two in number ; of these three were epileptics, two were completely 
deformed, four were, from chronic bodily disease, unfit for the discipline oi this 
prison, and thirteen gave such evidence of more or less marked tendency , to 
mental disease, that they also were pronounced unsuited for the cellular discip- 
line ; of these latter I may add that two had been, when on a former occasion 
inmates of this prison, considered unfit to undergo the usual discipline from the 
same cause. 

One case of attempted suicide has occurred during the past year; a thorough 
consideration of the circumstances of the attempt (which was fortunately unsuc- 
cessful) has convinced me that the individual was really bent on self-destruction, 
which was only prevented by the prompt and praiseworthy attention of the 
Warder on duty, and of the Resident Apothecary. This individual is at present 
under observation in hospital, where he is occupied in attending upon a fellow- 

* Of this number thirty-one were in separation learning the rudiments of tailoring tbiee 
months after reception at Mountjoy. . , 

+ Of this number fifty-four were in separation, learning the rudiments of shoemaking, t ee 
months after reception at Mountjoy. The bulk of the trades’ prisoners were not transferee 
from Philipstown until March, 18o2. 
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nrisoner Although apparently a quiet, well-conducted prisoner at present, I M, mnnnw 
'am of opinion that his attempt was made while in a state of temporary mental 
derangement, and of course in consequence that he is not fit for the cellular Pkisos . 

^ ifeowing tables show the comparative state of the health department of Medical 
this prison since it was first opened, as well as the monthly state of the hospital, 
diseases of prisoners, &c., during the yea r 1862:— 



1 

Year. 


Total No. committed 
to this Prison. 


Number admitted 
to Hospital. 


1850 


962 ! 


253 


1851 


1,075 


355 


1852 


971 


•166 


1853 


1,178 


456 


1854 


1,096 


503 


3855 


1,052 


344 


1856 


841 


292 


1857 


756 


295 


1858 


661 




1859 


600 




I860 


499 


182 


1861 


472 


153 


1862 


508 


193 



Doathn. 



7 

5 

10 



9 



3 




Hospital Return for the year 1862. 

Number of Prisoners in custody in this Prison, 1 st January 1862, 
Number of Prisoners received in tins 1 risen during the y ear, 
1st January, 1861, - 



Number 01 rnsontn " 7 

Patients in Hospital, 1 st January, lbGI 
Admitted during the year, 

Discharged, - 
Kemoved to other Prisons, 

Deaths, - - ' ‘ ... ' 

Remaining in Hospital, 1st Jimnary, 1663, 



iso ; 
Dos : 



688 



193 ( 207 

'akies 



161 ) 
22 U 

iy 



Deaths. 

„„„ ,n vrpnrq- received in Hospital, 20th February ; 

died! ff 15th°April! of tubercMar disease of ling, rf 

18 year. 



phthisis with turbercle m tne orain. »■ nhthisis with tubercle in the 

received in Hospital, 24th May ; died, J ™ e ’° a , s P ‘“S in Hospital, 8th 

cerebellum. Reg. No., 694:, ; P. C. ; age, IE S No., 5824 ; D. C. ; 

?nHc5iUl 12,111 August; died, 26th October, of hear, 



3 S e > - . , j 
disease, with dropsy. 



Monthly State of Hospital lor the year 1862. 



Jan. 1st, in Hospital, 
,, admitted, 
February, 

March, 

April, - 
May, - 
June, - 
July, - 
August, 

September, 

October, 

November, 

December, 



Under 

treatment in Disoliarged. 
Hospital. 



26 

40 

44 

37 

28 

23 

30 

31 
28 
33 

32 



1 1 
10 

15 
Hi 
10 

16 
13 



12 

14 
24 
22 
11 
16 
13 

15 

15 

16 
19 

19 in Hoi. 
1st Jam, 1863. 
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Diseases of Prisoners admitted to Hospital 



Acute Mania, . - 
Abscess in groin, 

„ shoulder, - 

Anthrax, - 
Asthma, - 
Attempted suicide, 
Chest Disease, Bron- 
chitis, and Pleuritus, 
Diarrhoea, - 
Debility, - 
Dyspepsia, - 
Dropsy, - 

Elephantiasis, 
Epileptic, - 
Feverish attacks, 



Gum-boil, 

| Fistula in Ano, 

I Hydrocele,. 

! 1-hemoptysis, •• 

! Herpes Zoster, - 
; Injury to leg, - 
, , back, 
j ,, head, 
i Inflamed Bursas, 

I Jaundice, 

| Ophthalmia, 
Observation, for, 
Oedema of hand and 
foot, - 
Paralysis, - 



during the year 1 862. 
j Polypus in ear, - 
! Porrigo, 
i Piles, - 
Rupture, - 
Rheumatism, 

: Stricture, - 
: Scrofulous glands, 

! Sciatica, 

> Syphilis, 

! Spermatorrhoea, - 
I Dicer of leg, 

! Whitlow, - - 



Total, 



158 
- 2,209 
48 



Total number of individuals admitted during the year, 

5J ,, prisoners prescribed for in the prison, 

Individual prisoners that bad change of diet, 

,, that had extra diet, . 

, , that had extra exercise, & 

Prisoners removed during the year 1862, on Medical Grounds, 



egistrj- No. 


Name. 


5649 


J. M‘C. . 


5663 


A. J. . 


5687 


W. H. . 


5584 


J. D. 


5746 


D. B. . 


5636 


W. M‘M. 


59J2 


J. O’B. . 


5718 


C. H. . 


5602 


T. M. . 


5966 


J. R„ 


5967 


P. C. 


5695 


T. B. 


5999 


M. Iv. . 


6038 


B. B. 


6058 


P. C. 


5899 


P. G. 


5951 


J. K. 


5962 


J. N. 


5961 


J. S. 


6094 


W. H. . 



Gruunils for removal, as stated in letter concerning each case, when 
transference from this Prison was recommended. 



Suffering from epilepsy. 

Very eccentric, and, although quiet and manageable, 
certainly not of perfectly sound mind. 

Old and very infirm; suffering from ruptures, and 
much debilitated. 

Who was suffering from acute mania, has now quite 
recovered ; but I recommended his removal to Spike 
Island. 

Suffering from pulmonary consumption. 

Who is from general delicacy and infirmity unfit for 
the discipline of this prison. 

He is an epileptic patient, and suffers from the mental 
disturbance to which these patients are so often 
liable. , 

Very violent at times, injuring himself against the wall 
of his cell; sullen, morose, and sometimes maniacal. 

This prisoner suffers from delusions — faucying that 
poison has been put in his food, and so forth. .1 
think that on account of his mental condition he is 
not a fit subject for the discipline of this prison. 

Of weak intellect; passionate and violent. 

Military prisoner ; recommended for removal on a 
former occasion (1859), in consequence of the opinion 
expressed as to his case by Board of Military Medical 
Officers (see Report, 21st September, 1859). 

Has been suffering from delusions which give rise to 
doubt ns to his perfect sanity, and make it desirable 
that he should be treated in association. 

Partially paralysed, and of feeble intellect ; removed 
from this prison on a former occasion (see Letter, 
December 3 1st, 1858). 

Epileptic. 

Very dull, and of weak intellect. 

Great depression at times, delusions and .melancholy. 

At times violent, attempting to injure himself; sullen 
and stupid, hut cunning. , , 

I Both on the grounds of being deformed, and unaoie 

j to go up and down stairs. . 

I am clearly of opinion that he is not a fit subject io 
the discipline of this prison. My. colleague, vt. 
Banon, concurs with me in this opinion. 
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Prisoners removed during tlie year 1862, on Medical Grounds — continued. 



Registry No. 


Name. 


Grounds for removal, as stated in letter concerning each case, when 
transference from this Prison was recommended. 


5841 


J. c. 


■Was among the invalids received here from Philips- 
town Prison. At the time of his reception he was 
in too feeble a condition to go the journey to Spike 
Island ; he is now greatly better, and, in my opinion, 
fit for removal to Spike Island. 


6009 


P. M‘M. . 


I consider him unfit for the cellular discipline of this 
prison, on account of very eccentric manner. 



Mountjoy 

Govern- 

ment 

Prison. 

Medical 



From the foregoing tables it appears, that, as heretofore, diarrhoea and slight 
feverish attacks form the bulk of the cases treated in hospital, such eases recover 
quickly, and are soon capable of being again submitted to the ordinary discipline 
of the prison. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Robert M “Donnell, »ld. 

To the Director of Irish Convict Prisons. 



PROTESTANT CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. Protestant 

Mountjoy (Male) Government Prison, 

15th January, 1863. 

Sir, — I n obedience to your requirement of a report of the working of my 
department in this prison, I have to state, that during the. year 1862, the several 
services have been duly held as usual ; and it is gratifying to see the earnest 
attention of the great majority of the prisoners. This is more striking on days 
when the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper is administered, which occurs eight 
times in the year, when more than half the men usually join in the Communion. 

Four days in each week are occupied in visiting the prisoners . individually m 
their cells, and they all attend on every Tuesday for general religious instruction. 

The removal to this prison, in March last, of all the healthy prisoners from. 
Philipstown, has added to my duties a new department, which I did not at all 
contemplate when this chaplaincy was, in 1859, ottered for my acceptance. 

Those men form quite a new class, entirely distinct from the ordinary inmates, 
under a totally different system, and requiring to be attended to, and dealt with 
in an entirely different manner. Thus, in addition to my own proper duties, 
there have been imposed on me all the duties heretofore discharged by the 
Chaplain of Philipstown Prison. . . 

The fact that we have now in this prison a class of men who will remain here 
for two and-half or three years after they have been placed in the ‘‘associated^ 
classes, renders it essential to provide for their use an extensive lending-libiarj, 
of a miscellaneous character, to prevent the evil of their spare hours being spent 
in gossiping and unprofitable idleness. . . . 

Akin to this subject is that of school-instruction for the prisoners during then’ 
stage of probation, when each spends at least eight months in ‘ separate con- 
finement.” Several of them, on their first committal, can read very linpeitec y 
—some not at all : and as the improvement of the mind is an essential elemen 
in the work of reformation, little can be effected towards that all-important 
result until men are able to read well and intelligently. Now, the school- 
instruction afforded here is quite insufficient for such men. The teachers are 
highly qualified, most zealous, and devoted to their work ; but what instruction 
can a teacher impart to a man whose education, had been previously neglec e l 
in 50 minutes per diem, during which short period he has to instruct twenty oi 
twenty-fivemen of different attainments and capacities, while, in caseof the absence 
of a teacher, the men of his class cannot be sent to.school at all, so that it is non 
uncommon for a prisoner to be for two or three days in a week without any sc oo 
instruction at all, though he may, for want of all other mentaloccupation, 
very desirous of it, and therefore most likely to profit by it. Ih e ^g| ea ^ 
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creased number of prisoners during tlm past year — being about double the number 
in the year 1861 — makes this deficiency more patent and more to be regretted. 

I desire to express the grateful sense I entertain of the unremitting kindness 
I have experienced from Mr. Spread, the Governor, and Mr. Browne, the Chief 
Warder, who not only afford me every possible facility, but,, I must say, exercise 
a most salutary influence over the minds of the prisoners by their personal ex- 
ample, as well as by the most judicious discharge of their duties; and I most 
gladly bear my testimony to the attention and co-operation I receive from every 
officer of the prison. Where all are thus attentive and obliging, it may seem 
invidious to name any ; but I cannot refrain from mentioning Warder Pascoe, 
with whom I am brought most closely and continually in contact, and of whom 
I feel that I cannot speak too highly. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Thos. lb Shore, Protestant Chaplain. 

Captain Whitty, Director of Government 
Prisons in Ireland. 



ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Mountjoy (Male) Prison, 
10th January, 1863. 

Jjxk, — I beg to present you my report for the year 1862. I am glad to be 
able to give a" favourable account of the prisoners committed to my care. They 
came willingly at the appointed times to public instruction, and uniformly niani- 
fested an earnest attentiveness, with every mark of reverence and religious 
sincerity. They likewise approached the sacraments with due preparation, and 
assisted at the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass with a devotion edifying in any congre- 
gation. Besides my duties in public, I had to visit them constantly in private, 
and I am happy to report that I always found them, with very few exceptions, 
tractable, docile, and respectful. Many of them, it may be observed, were not 
habitual criminals, but came under the sentence of the law rather hy accidental 
temptation, or owing to special occasions ; I therefore had not much difficulty, 
on the contrary, I had much satisfaction in my ministry among them. 

The order and the arrangements of the prison, I am hound to say, allowed 
ample time, and provided all desirable facilities for tlie ministry of. a Chaplain, 
and these advantages are still more enhanced by the obliging attention and kmd 
offices of the excellent Governor and various officers of the prison. 

I feel it a duty to record my very grateful sense of the attention paid to the 
sick, and I thank the persons in charge for their strict punctuality in sending for 
me when required. 

I have great pleasure in referring to an improvement which you conferred on 
the prison during- the past year. You felt that the prisoners, as is natural m 
then- isolated position, had a great desire for reading, but you felt also the incon- 
venience which would inevitably result from permitting all sorts of books to 
circulate among them. To guard against this you prudently allowed the Chap- 
lains a discretion as to the hooks proper for the use of the prisoners belonging 
to their respective communions. This authority to be conveniently exercised 
soon pointed out the expediency of separate libraries, a measure, you were 
pleased to "rant, to the. great satisfaction of all concerned. For this humane 
and beneficial arrangement, I beg, on the prisoners’ behalf, as well as mv own. 
to offer you my very sincere thanks. 

I have the honour to he, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

(Signed,) Michael Cody, R. C. Chaplain. 

The Director of Government Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 
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Govern - 

PRESBYTERIAN CHAPLAIN'S REPORT. 

Mountjoy Government Male Prison. Presby- 

Janttary, 1863. terian 

_ , _ ' , ...... Chaplain's 

g IB) — Jn presenting my report for the past year, 1 am happy to state, that jp epo] -t, 
my experience as regards the convicts under my care and the general prison 
management, was never at any period more satisfactory and comfortable. My 
warm” thanks are due to the prison officials generally, but especially to those 
more immediately connected with the department assigned to me. 

The number in my charge during the year somewhat exceeded that of several 
preceding years. They were drawn to a considerable extent, as usual, from the 
rural districts ; while the military class prevailed rather more than formerly, a 
fact suggesting reasons for considering, in the proper quarters, more efficient 
measures for the employment and general improvement of the army in time of 
peace, constituting as it does so large and interesting a portion of our fellow 
subjects. With a very few special exceptions, in peculiar circumstances, I can- 
not remember one whom I regard as a decidedly bad, hopeless, or desperate 
character. Indeed a prisoner who has made crime a sort of profession, is, I 
believe, entirely unknown among the comparatively limited number with whom 
I have had uniformly to deal within the walls of Mountjoy Prison. One or 
two individuals had been previously sentenced to penal servitude; but with 
most it was a first conviction, tire crime in several cases caused by sudden and 
violent temptations, generally while under the influence of strong drink. And 
I am persuaded, judging from the fullest evidence, that, with most of them, it 
will prove the last criminal conviction to which they will ever be subjected for 
the violation of the laws of the land; while I trust with some, higher and more 
precious results of their prison instruction and discipline will abide for ever. 

The usual prison duties during the year were regularly discharged by me m 
person, or during - temporary illness, by an approved substitute. Diviue service 
was duly performed every Lord’s day, without exception, to an almost uniformly 
decorous and attentive congregation, in the Protestant chapel of the prison ; 
while very frequent cell visits, with the reading of the Scriptures, exhortation, 
personal examination, distribution of approved books, and other similar appli- 
ances, were used to bring home the Truth of God’s W ord individually to the 
understanding, the conscience, and the heart, it is hoped with some good fruit. 

To the sick in hospital the usual visits were regularly paid, while the general 
courtesy and facilities for the comfortable discharge ot duty were extended to 
me in that department. . 

I uniformly examined the prisoners as to their progress m learning at the 
prison school, and while I found others in some cases, perhaps, not so satisfac- 
tory as in former years, I am well assured of the zeal, assiduity, and labours ot 
the respected Superintendent of the educational department— a department m 
which he and his assistants have so long exerted themselves for the improve- 
ment often of very rough and untoward materials. 

In conclusion I cannot but express my satisfaction that the system of prison 
management under Government direction in this country continues, on the 
whole, to work so efficiently ; and at the same time, add my fervent prayer that, 
in the consideration of the whole subject of secondary punishments, those in 
authority may be guided by wisdom from above to right conclusions, alike tor 
the reformation of the convict and the protection of society. 

I hare the honour to be, Sir, your obedient servant, 

William Wilson. 



Captain Whitty, Director of Convict Prisons, 
Dublin Castle. 
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Mowixjqy 

Govern- HEAD SCHOOLMASTER’S REPORT. 

ment 

Prison. Mountjoy Male Prison. 

Head Sm,— I have the honour to submit my Eighth Annual Report. 

School The juvenile class, as has been anticipated, has become extinct in the Convict 

master's Depot. The causes which have brought about so happy a result have been 

Report, already stated. 

Upon the closing of Philipstown Prison, about seventy of the prisoners in 
custody at that establishment were removed to this depot as an “ associated 
class,” to be kept distinct from the other prisoners who form the “probation 
class.” Each of these classes attends school at different hours, the probation 
class, consisting of three divisions, attends each day, from eleven o’clock, a.m., 
till two o’clock, p.m., which allows one hour’s schooling to. each division. The 
associated class, consisting of two divisions, attends school in the evenings from 
five o’clock till seven o’clock, which allows but one hour’s schooling to each 
division, as in the other class. 

Each prisoner, therefore, gets one hour’s schooling in the day. Some people 
think this time is too short to permit the prisoners to make much progress at 
school. This is not the place to discuss this question. After eight years’ expe- 
rience of its working, and carefully noting its results, I find it amply sufficient, 
as the following tabular statement will testify. 



Table showing the Progress of the Prisoners* who passed through Mountjoy 
Male Prison during the Year ended 31st December, 1862: — 







Numbers. 






Pcr-centages. 




Subjects examined upon, 
and Degreo 
of Proficiency attainod. 


Admission. 


Removal. 


Admission. 


Removal. 




1SG1. | 


1862. 


18G1. 


18G2. 


18G1. 


I8G2. 


1861. 


1362. 


Reading — 
Not able, - 


70 


92 


14 


15 


30-9 


31-2 


6*1 


5-1 


Badly, - 


66 


85 


82 


102 | 


29-0 


28-8 


36-1 


34'6 


Fairly, 


91 


118 


131 


178 1 


40-1 


40-0 


57 '8 


60*3 


Writing — 


















Not able, - 


117 


177 


27 


39 


51*5 


60-0 | 


1P5 


13*2 


Badly, - 


91 


100 


67 


78 


40-1 


33-9 


29-5 


26*5 


Fairly, - - - : 


19 


18 


133 


178 


8-4 


6-1 


59-0 


60*3 


Arithmetic — 


















Perfectly ignorant of. 


J43 


207 


37 


82 


63-0 


70'1 


6G*3 


27*8 


Acquainted with part of 

S.R., - 


63 


68 


110 


131 


27-8 


23-1 


18*5 


44*4 


Acquainted with part of 


















C.R., - 


8 


13 


43 


39 


3-5 


4-4 


1 18‘9 


13*2 


Acquainted with part of 
Proportion, &c., - 


13 


7 


37 


1 43 

| 


5'7 


2-4 


j 16-3 


14*6 



The foregoing table exhibits the attainments of the prisoners upon their 
admission into the prison, and also their proficiency when leaving ; the difference 
between these two shows their progress. For the purpose of comparing the 
results of the past with those of the previous year, I have placed the statistics of 

+ This includes, prisoners physically or mentally incapacitated to learn any of the . above 
branches of education ; it also includes prisoners not allowed (on special grounds) the privilege 
of. attending school; but it does not include prisoners removed on medical grounds to another 
prison before the expiration of the usual period of probation, neither does it include the 
prisoners removed to Smithfield Intermediate Prison, as it would not be fair to take credit . for 
their progress, those removed being prisoners whose progress was made during their detention 
in Philipstown Depot. 
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one side bv side those of the other, so that the contrast, if any, might be seen at Moumtjot 

a glance. ' And it is really curioua to mark how nearly alike they are in almost 

every particular. The education of the prisoners upon admission is something p . ■ 

lower this year, while it is higher, upon removal, than that of last year, except 

in the writing which is nearly equal in both yours upon removal. Hence the Hiai 
efficiency of the school has not only been fully sustained ; it has actually ini- Hdwol- 
proved in a very perceptible degree, a state of things it is my very pleasing duty 

t0 The number of prisoners in custody lias very much increased during the past 
year If the numbers go on increasing in the same ratio for another year this 
prison will fill to such an extent as to render the detention here of an associated 
class an impossibility. Should such a contingency arise, the teaching power will 
require to be brought up to its former strength, in order that the efficiency of 

the school may be fully sustained. , „ , .. 

The system of marks, badges, gratuities, stages oi imprisonment, &e„ and the 
regulations which govern it, are fully explained and illustrated to the prisoner 
the first davhe attends school, and occasionally afterwards during his detention 
in the prison, so that lie may be made thoroughly alive to his own best interests, 
and to co-operate with the authorities placed over him in carrying out the work 
of promoting his own reformation. 

In conclusion, I beg to tender my best thanks to the Governor for bis uniform 
kindness and courtesy; to the Chief Warder for his cordial co-operation; and to 
the Principal and Acting Principal Warders, for the willing assistance they 
rendered me in the discharge of my duties. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

Edwd. M‘GrAmtAir, Head Schoolmaster. 



Captain Whitty^ 

Director of the Irish Convict Prisons. 



SPIKE ISLAND PRISON. 



Spikb 

Island 

Prison. 



Director's 

As was stated in the last Annual Report to he intended, the 
invalids and weak-minded prisoners at Pliilipstown were removed, 
to Spike Island, on the breaking up of the former Prison Establish- 
ment in the month of March. About seventy prisoners were thus 
added to the number at Spike Island, and although the introduc- 
tion of such a class into an Associated Prison for Public Works 
not possessing the special appliances desirable for dealing with 
them, has been, to a certain extent, inconvenient for discipline and 
order, the difficulties have been so met by the Governor and 
Medical Officer and other Officers in special charge of these pri- 
soners, as to diminish this unavoidable evil as much as has been 
possible. , 

As far as the circumstances of the place allow, they are kept 
apart from the other prisoners, and employed at such work as then 
mental and bodily health may render them capable of performing. 

The conduct of the general body of the prisoners has been satis- 
factory during the year, both as regards discipline and industry on. 
the works. The practice of separating them as much as possible 
into classes according to their progress in classification, continues 
to work very satisfactorily* and follows easily from the use 
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Spike 

Island 

Prison. 

Director's 

Report. 



of the marks and badges denoting their progress towards the 
higher privileges of the system, or the delay or forfeiture of these 
privileges when rendered necessary by their misconduct. The 
practice also of separating the obstinately idle and the violent pri- 
soners into lower and more penal classes, with diminished diet, has 
been found very useful and deterrent; and it is believed to be 
chiefly owing to the use of these penal classes that another year 
has passed without the occurrence of any extreme case of miscon- 
duct rendering it necessary to resort to corporal punishment. 

The general employment of the able-bodied prisoners has been 
the same as in the previous year, viz., works connected with the 
completion of the Fortifications on the Island under the Royal 
Engineer Department, labour to a lesser extent for the Admiralty 
and War Department at the Island of Haulbowline, (where only 
prisoners of the higher classes are employed), and the ordinary 
labour necessary for prison purposes. 

The application of actual measurement to most of these descrip- 
tions of labour is not practicable, and the value (shown in the 
Governor’s appended Report), has been chiefly estimated from ex- 
perience and the comparative cost of hired labour in the neighbour- 
hood. 

There has been altogether an addition of 187 prisoners to the 
number at Spike Island during the year, as compared with the 
number in custody at the close of the previous year. This has 
been caused by the introduction of the invalid prisoners from 
Philipstown and the retention at Spike Island of prisoners of that 
class, by an increased number of convictions, and also by a diminu- 
tion in the number of discharges (not arising, however, from any 
unusual extent of disqualification by misconduct). 

Of 178 Convicts who left Spike Island during the year, 133 were 
removed to the Intermediate Prisons. 

The increase in the number of prisoners has rendered, necessary 
the addition of six Warders to the establishment, (besides three 
transferred with the invalids from Philipstown Prison). 

The conduct of the Officers at Spike Island lias been generally 
satisfactory, and there has been no case of dismissal during the 
year. 

The buildings occupied by the prison department are maintained 
in good repair, under the usual superintendence of the Royal 
Engineer Department. 

The Chaplains report favourably of the religious and moral 
condition of the prisoners generally under their respective charge, 
and of their attention to religious instruction. The prison has lost 
the benefit of the zealous attention to his duties of the Assistant 
Roman Catholic Chaplain, the Rev. Daniel Finn, who resigned in 
the month of November last. This vacancy has been filled by the 
appointment of the Rev. Cornelius Twomy, who, as Chaplain pre- 
viously of the City Prison at Cork, has already had some experience 
in dealing with the inmates of a prison. 

The school is earned on very satisfactorily by the Head School- 
master, Mr. Harold, and his assistants, and the attention and pro- 
gress of the prisoners are favourably reported on not only by 
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the former, but by the Local Inspector of National Schools \yho Spike 
periodically visits this branch of the establishment. The schooling Pr1ski . 
of the advanced class and of the special class (consisting of the D{ — r , g 
prisoners next for removal to the Intermediate Prisons), is carried 
on in the evenings after the hours of labour, and this arrangement 
works very satisfactorily, allowing each man of those classes to get 
daily instruction without interfering with their hours, of labour. 

The convicts in the lower classes receive instruction in the day- 
time, proportioned, as far as can be arranged, to their actual need 
of it, and having regard to the object of not interfering to any 
(rreat extent with their employment on the works. 

° The health of the convicts generally has been good; but the 
introduction of the invalid class into Spike Island renders, of course, 
some exception necessary respecting that portion of the estab- 
lishment. Eight deaths 'have occurred during the year, one of 
which was caused bv an accident on the Public Works, and another 
by suicide. The circumstances of both these cases were investigated 
in usual course by coroner’s inquest. 

The expenses of the prison for the year 1862 are given in the 
Appendix to the Governor’s Report, and do not call for any special 
observation, beiug merely those necessary for the ordinary service 
of the prison. . , . _ 

As a part of the arrangement, (already referred to m this Report,), 
for the general superintendence of the Department, the office of 
Local Inspector of Spike Island Prison has been done away with, 
and Captain Barlow has been removed from that post to Dublin. 

Spike Island is visited monthly, however, by one of the Inspectors, 
and arrangements have been made for furnishing direct reports 
and information from the prison to the Director’s Office, so as to 
prevent, as far as possible, any disadvantage arising to the service 
from the change in the superintendence of this particular prison. 

I. S. Whittt, Director. 



GOVERNOR’S REPORT. 

Spike Island Government Prison, January, 1863. 
Sib,— I n accordance with your instructions, I have the honour to submit my 
Annual Report on this prison for the year ended the 31st December, 186-. 

The conduct of the subordinate officers generally was satisfactory ; and witn 
some few exceptions they were attentive and diligent in the discharge o 

' The Chief Warder and the Principal Warders discharged their responsible 
duties with zeal and discretion. . . •.» 

The prisoners were employed, as in former years, on works mconne 1 
the fortifications of the island and harbour, under the superintendence ot the 
Royal Engineer Department. A portion (special class prisoners) 
employed as usual on Haulbowline Island by the Admiralty an 

Departments. ‘ . aa^ah< 2 . „nrT 

The daily average number of prisoners on the public works was 4 / i 
the estimated value of their labour, £11,096 25. 3 d. - • 

Daily average number on prison works, trades, &c., 103 ; and the 
labour, £2,454 65 . Total value of convict labour for the year, £13,550 _ . 

Nothing in the shape of combination or any spirit of opposition nftr f orm 
exist among the prisoners, and the generality of them evinced a de- P 
a fair amount of labour. 



Governor's 

Report. 
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Spike Their eaming3 were credited according to the usual rates. 

Island For some months in the latter end of the year the old system of drawing the 

Prison. tr UC k s by bodily labour was partially resorted to again on the public works, and 
, this I consider a waste of time and labour, as compared with running out the 

Report 03 S large waggons on the tramways. 

In the month of May an accidental explosion of blasting powder occurred on 
the works, by which a sapper and one convict were killed, and a second sapper 
and three convicts more or less injured. . 

The prison buildings are in a fair state of repair. No alterations were made 
during the year, nor am I aware of any being necessary at present. The roof 
of the° church, to which reference was made in my last Annual Report, has been 
renewed. 

There were no escapes, or attempts at escape, during the year. 

I have not been informed of any abuses, nor am I aware of any existing in the 

P1 The* general conduct of the prisoners has been satisfactory. Some few assaults 
were made on individual officers, some of which were committed by weak-minded 
prisoners, but no serious injury inflicted. Recourse was not had to corporal 
punishment in any case. . 

The supervision and strict discipline enforced in the penal and probation 
labour classes deters the evil-disposed, and has a very beneficial effect on the 
conduct of the prisoners generally. 

On the closing of Philipstown Prison, in the early part of the year, the weak- 
minded, irresponsible, and invalid prisoners, heretofore located in that establish- 
ment, were transferred to Spike Island; and I here desire respectfully to observe, 
with reference to these classes, that in a public works prison, as this is, prisoners 
of this class not only increase the duties and responsibilities of the staff, hut, 
what is of far more importance, they must necessarily interfere, more or less, 
with the discipline of the prison. . . „ , 

In the month of September a prisoner committed suicide while in his cell, and 
under circumstances of a very deliberate nature. A coroner’s inquest was held 
on the body, and a verdict returned of u temporary insanity.” 

The offences averaged 9795 per cent, per month, inclusive of those committed 
by tbe weak-minded and irresponsible prisoners, several of whom, were reported 
two and three times a month. 

At school tbe conduct of the prisoners was remarkably good ; and this may, 
to a great extent, be attributed to the attention of the Head Schoolmaster and 
his assistants. 

The Chaplains, also, speak favourably of the attention of the prisoners when 
at prayers and service, as well as. of their conduct generally; and I have to 
acknowledge the readiness with which these gentlemen and Dr. Kelly have met 
all my suggestions when in furtherance of the discipline of the prison. 

There were eight deaths,— but the Report of the Medical Officer will deal 
with this subject and that of the health of the prisoners generally. 

The usual statistical returns for the past year are forwarded herewith. 

I hereby certify that the rules laid down for the government of the prison 
have been complied with during the past year, except in such eases as have 
been reported to, or brought under the notice of, the Inspector or the Director. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

P. Hay, Governor. 

Captain Whitty, Director of Irish Government Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



Return showing the Chimes of 715 Convicts in Custody, 3lst December, 1862. 
Murder, - - - - 

Shooting at with intent to murder, 

Manslaughter, - 

Stabbing, cutting, and wounding, - 
Grievous, felonious, and malicious 
assaults, - 
Assault and robbery, 

Highway robbery, * 

Kspe, - 



Administering poison, - - “ 

Perjury, - - - ~ } 

Forgery and uttering, - • * 

Arson, - - - “ 16 

Burglary, and “robbery and burg- 
lary,” - - ‘ , . “ 

Housebreaking, and housebreaking 
and robbery, - - “ „ 

Bobbery, - e - *■ 44 
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Return showing the Crimes of 715 Convicts in Custody — continued. 
Felony - - - - 27 Placing a piece of wood on a railway. 

Larceny, anil larceny and former con- Coining ami uttering base coin, - 

viction, - - - - 131 Feloniously haying base coin in pos- 

Stealing from person, - Cl session with intent to utter, 



Larceny from person and stabbing, - 
jReeeiving stolen goods, 

Receiving stolen money, 

Sacrilege, - - 

Attempting to compel to quit, _ - 
Appearing in arms, and attempting 
to compel to quit. 

Assaulting dwelling, 



Coining anil uttering base coin, 

- 13 1 Feloniously having base coin in pos- 

- Cl session with intent to utter, 

2 Obtaining goods under false pre- 

- 22 tences, - 

1 Malicious injury to machinery, 

6 Bigamy, - 

2 Cattle stealing, and cattle stealing 

g and former conviction, - 

2 Horse stealing, - 

- 10 Ass stealing, - 



Appearing in arms, and taking a gun, 1 Sheep stealing, 

, . nnrl lvrpnlnnrr (rnn.fc StP.almff. 



Appearing in arms, and breaking Goat stealing, - - - 1 

into a house, - - - 1 Vagrancy, - - - - 1 

Beino- a member of an unlawful so- Being found by mglit in a certain 
ciety and Whiteboy offence, - 2 building with intent to commit 
Prison breach, and aiding a prisoner felony, after previous conviction, 1 

to escape, - - 2 Military offences, - - - 51 

Larceny and prison breaking, - 1 

Bestiality, - - - - 3 total, - - no 

Putting a stone on the Killarney 
Junction Railway, - - 1 

Return showing the Number of Convicts in Custody, committed and disposed 
of for Yearcommencing 1st January, and ending 31st December, 1862. 

1 st January, 1862- I aow ™!\ oaED 

Tn rustodv - 528 31st December, 1862— 

D ommitted front — Remaining in custody, - - 715 



1st January, 1862 — 

In custody, - 
Committed from — 
Bermuda, - 
Gibraltar, - _ - 

Western Australia, 
Mountjoy, - 
Philipstown, 



Removed during the year to — 
Smithfield, - - 133 

Millbank, - 1 

Discharged on commutation 
of sentence, - - 4 

,, completion, 23 

Released on Order of Licence, 17 
Killed by the accidental 
explosion of a blast of 
powder on the Public 
Works, - - 1 

Committed suicide, - 1 

Died, - 6 



Return showing the Sentences and Ages on Conviction of 715 Convicts in 
Custody, 31st December, 1S62. 

SENTENCES, SENTENCES. 

Eighteen Calendar Months (com- Ten Tears’ Transportation, - 

muted from Three Years’ P. S.), 1 Fourteen,, » - I 31 

Two Tears (commuted from Four Fifteen ,, ” „ 0 

Years’ P. S.), - - - 1 Life, - - " - 

Three Years’ Penal Servitude, - 119 

Four „ „ 184 
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AGES ON CONVICTION. 



Under Twenty Years, 


- 


- 


128 


Twenty and under Twenty-five, - 


- 


- 


275 


Twenty-five and under Thirty, 


- 


- 


154 


Thirty and under Thirty-five, 


- 


- 


75 


Thirty-five and under Forty, 


- 


- 


30 


Forty and under Fifty, 


- 


- 


33 


Fifty and under Sixty, 


- 


- 


14 


Sixty and under Seventy, 


- 


- 


5 


Seventy and under Eighty, 


- 


- 


1 


Total, - 


- 


- 


715 



Abstract Account showing the Estimated Value of the Productive Labour 
of the Prisoners, and the Number Employed, during the year ended 3 1st 
December, 1862. 



How Employed. 


Daily Average 
Number Em- 
ployed for 
303 days. 


Estimated Value 
of Work per- 
formed. 


Total. 


PRISON WORK. 






£ 


s. 


<t . 


£ i 




d. 


Tailors, - 


10 




378 


15 


0 








Shoemakers, - 


7 ■ 




265 


2 


6 








Smiths and Nailers, - 


2 i 




106 


1 


0 








Carpenters, - 






106 


1 


0 








Painters, - - - - 


2 




90 


18 


0 | 








Tinmen, - 


1 




30 


6 


0 1 








Repairing Beds, &c., 


1 




15 


3 


0 ! 








Repairing Prisoners’ Socks, &c., 

At work in Prison Garden, on Prison 


6 




68 


3 


6 








Repairs, &c., - 


28 




424 


4 


0 








Washing in Laundry, 


8 




242 


8 


0 








Bakers, - 


6 




272 


14 


0 








Cooks, - 

Fatigue work, Cleaning, Messing, &c., 


5 






15 


0 








25 ; 


103 


378 


15 


0 


2,454 


6 




ROYAL ENGINEER WORKS. 












Carpenters and Sawyers, 


5 




265 


2 


6 








Smiths, - 


f> 




265 


2 


6 








Masons and Stonecutters, 

Labourers, Quarrymen, Excavators, 


21 




1,118 


10 


6 








&c., - 


324 


355 


8,181 


0 


0 


9,824 


15 


6 


NAVAL AND WAR DEPARTMENTS. 










Labourers at Haulbowline Island, - 
Picking Oakum (on Avet days, &c.\ 1 


43 




1,085 


15 


0 








for Naval Stores, - - - ! 


49 


92 


185 


11 


9 


1,271 


6 
















Total, - - . | 




550 








13,550 


8 


3 



Daily Average Number of Prisoners at Work during the Tear, 550 
»* »» not at Work (at School, in Hospital, 

Cells, &c.), - 60 



Total Daily Average, - - - 610 



Statement of the Prison Expenditure for the year ended 3 1 st December, 1 862. 



Salaries, - 

Provisions, victualling prisoners, &c., - 
Puel and lighting, - 
Kents, rates, and taxes, - 
Contingencies, - 
Utensils and furniture, - _ 

Soap and scouring and cleaning articles. 
Medicines and surgical instruments, 



£ s. d. 
5,954 9 5 
5,094 9 11 
1,051 19 0 
100 0 0 
349 5 11 
82 14 0 
43 16 0 
43 18 3 
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Statement of the Prison Expenditure — continued. 



Medical comforts (extras for the sick), - 
Gratuities to prisoners, - - - - - 

Clothing and travelling expenses of prisoners on dis- 
charge, 

Prisoners’ clothing, - 

Funeral expenses, - 

Laundry washing for prisoners, - 

Bedding, ------ 

Officers’ clothing, - 

Advertising, ------ 

Deduct sales of pigs, garden produce, &c., 

Net expenditure of prison, - 



£ s 
23 1' 
84 ' 



d. 

5 

0 



119 15 0 
1 ,929 8 0 

3 0 0 

458 18 2 
56 G 4 
532 5 10 

19 8 0 

15,947 18 3 
197 12 l 

15,750 G 2 
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MEDICAL SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT. 



Medical 
Superinten- 
dent’s 



Spike Island Convict Prison, January 21, 1S63. 

Sir, I beg leave to submit my Report on the sanitary state of Spike Island Re P orL 

Prison for the year 1862. . , . . 

Subjoined is a Table giving a general view of the hospital state during the 
year:— 

Table No. 1. 

Number of sick remaining in hospital, on the 1st January, 1862, from 



preceding year, . , . 

Number admitted since, to the 31st December, inclusive, 

Total under treatment during the year, 

Of these there were discharged from hospital, - 
Died, - - - - ' " 

Remaining in hospital on the 1st January, 18b0, 

Total, 

Killed on the works by accidental gunpowder explosion, 
Suicide — hanging, - 



- 170 

- 176 

- 166 

6 

6 

- 178 

l 

- 1 



The following Table specifies the diseases with which the patients ad- 
mitted to the hospital during the year were affected : — 

Table No. 2. 



Fever, - 

Epilepsy, - 

Paralysis, - 

Catarrh, - 

Asthma, - 

Bronchitis, - - 

Phthisis, or consumption, _ - 

Pneumonia, or inflammation of lung. 

Haemoptysis, or blood spitting, 

Epistaxis, or bleeding from nose, - 

Htematemesis, vomiting of blood, - 

Heart disease, - 

Dyspepsia, - 

Pyrosis, - ■ 

Diarrhoea, - 

Constipation, - 

Colic, - 

Cutaneous diseases. 

Debility, - 

Scrofula, - 

Wounds or contusions, 



Subluxatio, or sprain, 

Ophthalmia, - 

Rheumatism, - 

Pleurodynia, - 

Abscess, - 

Ulcers, - - 

Toothache, with gum-boil, - 
Paronychia, or whitlow, 

Hordeolum, or sty, - 
Furunculus, or boil, 

Hip disease, 

Synovitis, inflamed liuiug mem- 
brane of joints, - 

Stricture, - 
Retention of urine, 

Inflamed Bursa, - - 

Orchitis, - 
Prolapsus Ani, - 

Attempted suicide— haemorrhage, - 

Total, - 
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The following Table shows the ages, dates of conviction, of committal to Spite 
Island Prison, of admission to hospital, and of death ; the length of time spent 
in hospital, and the diseases of the patients that died during the year 1862 
Table No. 3. 



Numbor 
on the 
Register. 


Initials 

of 

Names. 


Age. 


Date 

of 

Conviction. 


Date of 
Committal 
to 

Spike Island. 


Dato of 
Admission to 
Hospital 


Date 

of 

Death. 


S- S I 

!«» 


Cause of Death. 








1855. 


1862. 


1862. 


1862. 






11,429 


M. W. 


72 


24th July. 


25th Feb. 


7 th March. 


9th March. 


2 


Constipation and 
Disease of Liver. 








1860. 


1862. 


1862. 


1862. 






11,503 


J. B. 


33 


9th March. 


12th Mar. 


2 9 tli Mar. 


7tli April. 


9 


Phthisis & Cancer. 




1860. 


1860. 


1862. 


1862. 






11,165 ' 


D. C. 


22 


15th Mar. 


10 tli Dec. i 


18 th April. 


23rd April. 


5 


Peritonitis. 




1859. 


1860. 


1662. 


1862. 






11,014 


J.D. 


26 


10 th Aug. 


15th May. 


20th Feb. 


12 th May. 


81 


Phthisis & Ulcera- 
tion of Bowels. 








1861. 


1861. 


1862. 


1862. 








T. D. 


29 


1st March. 


22nd Nov. 


12 tli May. 


12th May. 


- 


Gunpowder explo- 








Brought 






sion on the Pub- 












dead to 
Hospital. 






he Works. 








1857. 


1862. 


1862. 


1862. 




Diarrhoea. 


11,431 


J. J. 


83 


7 th March. 


25th Feb. 


10th June. 


4th July. 


24 




1856. 


1857. 


1862. 


1862. 




Fever. 


10,149 


M. W. 


32 


29th Oct. 


22nd Oct. 


4th Sept. 


9th Sept. 


5 




1861. 


1862. 


1862. 


1862. 




Suicide— hanging. 


11,556 


T.M. 


25 


1st July. 


26th May. 


15th Sept. 


15th Sept. 





Spike 

Island 

Prison. 

Medical 

Superinten 

deni’s 

Report. 



sanitary condition of the prison continues to be satisfactory. 

The admissions to hospital have diminished, at the same time that there has 
been a considerable increase of the prison population as compared with 1861, 
and the great majority of the cases presented for extern treatment were unim- 
portant ; in fact, many prisoners urge the most frivolous complaints with a view 
to procure flannels, as already noticed in former Reports. _ . 

With the exception of some long-standing cases of organic disease, transmitted 
from Philipstown, the sickness that occurred during the year was such as usually 
arises from exposure to wet and cold in our very variable climate. The cases 
of bronchitis were generally mild ; and those of pneumonia, or inflammation of 
the substance of the lungs, at all times severe here, were fewer in number, and 
more amenable to treatment than in former years. 

Ophthalmia, formerly so troublesome, is, I am happy to say, now rai’ely met 
with, and the inflammation entirely confined to the superficial structures of the 
eye. 

The casualties were not numerous, considering the nature of the worn at 
which the prisoners are constantly engaged, in quarrying on heights, following 
truck- waggons, &c. I regret, however, to be obliged to add that in one cdse 
immediate death resulted from an accidental explosion of gunpowder. 

One convict has been reported lunatic ; and it is painful to think that, tinder 
the circumstances, he still remains an inmate of the prison, though a consiaet- 
able time has elapsed since the required certificates were forwju’ded,— -want 01 
room at the Central Asylum is, I believe, the cause of his detention here. 



Number of prisoners in custody on the 1st January, 18G2, - - 628 

Daily average during the year, - - - - - 610 

,, for the year 1861, - - - 527 

Daily average of extern patients, - - - - - 26 

,, ,, for the year 1861, - - - - 19 

Daily average of sick in hospital, - - - - ■ 7 

,, ,, for the year 1861, - - - * 8 

Number of prisoners transferred to Spike Island during the year, - 368 

A cursory inspection of the foregoing returns will demonstrate that the 
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It is ri At I should mention here that a short time previous to the close of the Spike 
financial year in March last, the prison at Philipstown was abandoned, and, as Islakd 
a consequence of it, a number of invalid convicts were transferred to this estab- ™ 5 ' 
iishment, ar.d amongst them many reported by the Medical Officer of that prison Medical 
as weak-minded ; on several occasions since, too, men, similarly circumstanced, supermlin- 
have been sent here from Monntjoy Prison. Now, against this practice I feel dent’s 
hound to enter an earnest protest. This is essentially a public works depot, Report. 
where the strictest discipline, consistent with the proper execution of those 
works must be maintained ; and it is obviously impossible that anything ap- 
p poaching this can he canned out with the class referred to. These men work 
when and as they choose, are easily excited, and when so, constantly become 
violent and very dangerous ; confinement must he had recourse to when they 
tear then- clothes, smash windows, and the various articles necessary to their 
own convenience, in some instances, also, going the length of inflicting injury 
on themselves Restraint must he employed ; and yet, it is scarcely necessary 
for me to say that, when carried to any extent, it must be positively injurious. 

I know that there are difficulties to be encountered in providing a suitable 
place for such prisoners; but I cun scarcely doubt that Mountjoy Prison, with 
its large garden and adjoining grounds, and cells in abundance for restraint, 
when necessary, is much better fitted for then- management than Spike Island 
where the separate cells are few in number, and fully occupied, and the hospital 
accommodation very limited and incomplete. . , , , 

In conclusion, permit me to recommend to your notice the continued zeal ana 
attention of Mr. O’Connell, the Hospital Assistant. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Jeremiah H. Reixv, Medical Superintendent. 

Captain Whitty, Director of Convict Prisons. 



PROTESTANT CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Spike Island Government Prison, 
January 14, 1863. 



Protestant 

Chaplain's 

Report. 



Sin, I beg to present my Report for the year ending 31st December, 1802, 

and have to inform you that during the year the following duties were per- 
formed : — 



Divine Service, 

Holy Communion, ■ ‘ * 82 

Catechized Prisoners, . • • • * Re . 

Visited Hospital, . • • • • * ’ . . 

Solitary cells, . 

Also, prison school, at which the prisoners are making then* accustomed pro- 
gress. Notwithstanding the large addition to our numbers, all, with but three 
or four exceptions, have behaved most orderly ; in fact, I have no more offences 
among my men — though so many more than in preceding years— -to record. 
Two of those I refer to were men of weak intellect; but with judicious treat- 
ment then* violence has been in a great measure checked, and brought under 

I beg to state that I have endeavoured to adhere to the usual routine of duty 
as strictly as possible, and have been aided in every way by the chief and sub- 
ordinate officers in the prison. 



I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient servant, 

. Joseph G. Botjcheer, Protestant Chaplain, Spike Island. 

Captain Whitty, Director of Government Prisons 
iii Ireland. 
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ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 



Spilce Island, January, 1863. 

Sir —I be" leave to send yon my Report for the year ending 31st December, 
1862, which is my Fourteenth Annual Report as the Roman Catholic Chaplain 

0f llTlookin”'ovei' till! business of tbc year, I find that my duties have been 
generally similar to those of the preceding year. Divine service lias been given 
to the Roman Catholic officers and prisoners on all Sundays and holidays during 

On week days the prisoners were assembled in the Prison Chapel every morn- 
ing at an early hour, for morning prayer, prior to tlieir commencing work, at 
w&ch the Assistant Chaplain and myself alternately presided. 

That we may not interrupt the public work, we availed of the school hours to 
take some classes of the prisoners daily, from the school to the chapel, for 
catechetical instructions and confession, preparatory to their reception of the 
Holy Sacraments ; and on Saturdays we attended in the B and D prisons, to 
afford similar opportunities to the advanced prisoners, who arc only permitted 
to attend evening school. ... , . , .„ , 

Special attention, lias been paid, by the Assistant Chaplain and niy sell, to the 
duty of administering the services and consolations of religion to the >ick in 
hospital. This we always look upon as a paramount duty. We also attend 
and read the burial service at tbc interments of the dead. 

We daily visited the prisoners confined in solitary punishment, and spared no 
pains to impress them, with a due sense of the wickedness and folly of tlieir 
refractory conduct, and to co-operate with the judicious measures of the 
Governor for their correction. I believe our services in this respect have been 
of much utility iu carrying out the prison discipline. 

I feel bound to say that the resignation of the Rev. Mr. I inn, the late 
Assistant Roman Catholic Chaplain, which occurred in December last, has 
occasioned me very sincere regret. His long experience and knowledge of the 
prisoners, combined with his known good sense, zeal, and prudence, rendered 
his services most valuable to the prison, and truly satisfactory to me. 

I cannot conclude without bearing testimony to the efficient ’and excellent 
manner in which the Governor and the whole prison staff have discharged then- 
arduous and difficult duties during the year. Their labours were trying and un- 
ceasing day and night, and were performed with a zeal, temper, and ability that 
merit for them the highest credit and consideration. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your very obedient servant, 

T. F. Lyons, Roman Catholic Chaplain. 

Captain Wliitty, Director, Dublin Castle. 



Assistant 

Roman 

Catholic 

Chaplain's 

Report. 



ASSISTANT ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Spike Island Government Prison, 
January 15, 1863. 

Sir, — In conformity with your wishes, conveyed to me through the Governor, 
I beg to submit my Report on this prison. Though my appointment is of recen 
date, yet I may hope that a long experience of prison fife (being Chaplain to tne 
City of Cork Gaol during a period of seven years), may attach some weight o 
my words. Since my connexion with this establishment I have been in constan 
communication with the prisoners, hearing their confessions, _ visiting them da y 
in the schools, the hospital, and iii the separate cells ; administering to them e 
sacraments, the admonitions — the consolations of which they stood in nect. 
On Sundays and holidays the Sacrifice of the Mass is offered up, and the giea 
truths of our religion are preached. Considering the classes to he dealt m , 
I have every reason to be gratified with the result of my labours. _ 

Judging from the large numbers who, with all sincerity and devotion, freque 
the Sacraments of Penance and the Holy Eucharist, and from their reveren 
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demeanour during the time of prayer and religious instruction, I have come to Spike 
the conclusion that the seed has not been cast on a ground, altogether barren, ^and 
I t affords me much pleasure to bear testimony to that admirable spirit of dis- 
cipline -which pervades this establishment, uniting, as it does, much firmness Assistant 
-with ore at kindness, than which nothing can tend more powerfully to the refor- Roman. 
mation of this unhappy class. cf^plaL; 

I have the honour to be, sir, your obedient servant, Rspoit. 

C. Twomy, Assistant Roman Catholic Chaplain. 



PRESBYTERIAN CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

[Note. — The Presbyterian Chaplain’s Report being composed almost wholly chaplain's 
of observations on subjects not required l>y the Regulations to be included Rejiort . 
therein, and he having declined to remove all such observations, when called on 
to do so, his Report is omitted. 

The following is the Regulation referred to : — 

“He shall submit to the Directors, on or before the 10th of January in each year, a 
Report in writing, specifying, with reference to the preceding year, the religious and moral 
condition of the prisoners belonging to his church, and the apparent effects of the discip- 
line of the prison. 7 '] 



HEAD SCHOOLMASTER’S REPORT. gg*. 

Spike Island, January, 1863. master's 

Sin, — In obedience to your order, I beg leave to present you with my Eighth 
Annual Report of the Spike Island Convict Schools intrusted to my care. 

The day school is open here from 8i, a.m., to 4, p.m., except the dinner hour, 
and is conducted by myself and my two assistants.. The evening schools are 
open for two horn's every evening. I teach the B Prison School ; Mr. Ryan and 
Mr. M‘Cartan teach the D Prison School. 

The improvement, moral and literary, has been steadily progressing through 
the year, as the following extract from the report of Edward bheehv, esq., In- 
spector of National Schools, will show: — “The results of my examinations of 
the classes present on the day I visited were, on the whole, very creditable, whilst 
the large number of removals (90 in 12 months) to higher classes, shows that 
the school has been progressing satisfactorily.” . 

The removal of Mr. Murphy from presiding over the discipline of the schools 
is a loss to my department. Mr. Nolan now takes liis place, and a more judi- 
cious selection could not have been made. 

Of in}’ fellow labourers and myself I will only say that we arc fully sensible 
of the responsibility of our position, and of the account we must render of the 
talents confided to us •, and that these motives, more than emoluments, stimulate 
us to the cheerful and efficient discharge of our duties ; so that even the few 
hours’ intermission allowed us in the week are seldom availed ot, but applied to 
the keeping of accounts, or to other school duties. . . 

No act of insubordination or disobedience has occurred m the school during 
the year. I beg to acknowledge the courteous attention which the Inspectors and 
Governor have paid to my suggestions and applications on educational business. 

The state of the schools on the 3 ] st of December last is set forth m the follow - 
ing tables — 
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Spike 

Island 


Classes. 


Day School. 


D Prison. 


B Prison. 


Total. 


Head 

School- 


Writing — 

Making letters, - 


39 

17 


7 


2 


48 


master's 


Large-hand, - 


102 


5 


23 


Report. 


Small-hand, - 


450 


73 


625 




Total, - 


506 


110 


80 


696 




Arithmetic — 
Making figures, - 


39 


9 


4 


52 




Simple rules, - 








367 




Compound rules, - 


57 


14 


17 


88 




Proportion, and above, 


108 




30 


189 




Total, 


506 


110 


80 


696 



From these tables the following information may be gathered 
1st. That the sum of the attendances at the three schools, on the 31st of 
December, 1862, was 696. 

2nd. That all of these, except 37, can read ; that 483 of them (third and fourth 
classes), can read well. 

3rd. That all, except 48, can write; and that 625 can write small-hand fairly 
and legibly. 

4th. That all, except 52, know some arithmetic ; and that 277 are learning 
compound rules, proportion, and above. 

All, except 37, have some knowledge of geography, and are not deficient in 
general information. These 37 who cannot read are men with impaired facul- 
ties, incapable of making any visible progress. _ 

I request permission to append the following remarks, which may not be 
deemed inappropriate. 

The manner of disposing of our convicts, and the many suggestions made by 
the press, have become tbe leading social question of tbe day in every circle. 
The ne-wspapers of Great Britain and Ireland are teeming with leading articles, 
each suggesting its own mode of removing the evils, which are asserted to have 
been produced by home treatment and “ tickets of licence.” Various, indeed, 
are the remedies proposed. Some would have flogging, others transportation to 
barren, desolate, northern or southern colonies ; more recommend a diet below 
that given in workhouses ; some scoff at the idea of striving to educate or reform 
convicts by moral means, and declare every thing ineffectual but the most 
rigorous punishment. How strange that the people who have immortalized 
“ Howard” should thus forget their noble principles in a moment of exaspera- 
tion ! But calm reflection will render men. more consistent, and the troubled 
waters will soon become smooth. 

The question to be solved by society at present is — which is moral or physical 
force the proper instrument for the repression of crime? This being decided, 
the details are worthy of consideration. 

Nothing can he more fallacious than the assertion, that the fear of punishment 
is the real deterrent from crime. If it be, our legislators must have been sadly 
mistaken, who relaxed the criminal code, substituting transportation or penal 
servitude as chastisements for crimes previously visited with death. _ It is also 
fallacious to state that the fear of transportation was a terror to the ill-disposed 
of society, which penal servitude at homo is not, and that the endurable treat- 
ment at present practised in prisons is an inducement to the criminal to run the 
risk of reconviction. 

A convict’s life in our prisons, no matter how fed or treated, is one of con- 
stant restraint and privation ; he is not allowed to have any will of his own (in 
temporals) ; every act, every movement, is subservient to the will of his keepers ; 
he is deprived of every liberty and privilege for which man yearns ; under this 
surveillance he winces : his mind is often affected, 'and reason is, in some instances, 
unable to restrain the rush of despairing thoughts that crowd upon him. B ut 
moral force is the instrument that reason and religion would dictate, and tor 
which we have precedents in the laws of God and the most civilized nations, 
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It is the force of truth employed in dissuading evil-doers from their misdeeds 
by clearly and simply proving to them the culpability of dishonesty, the cer- 
tainty of its detection, the shortness and dangers of any satisfaction that might 
arise from it, and the ultimate -wretchedness of its votaries both here and here- 
after. It is also the force which eradicates from the criminal’s mind the vitiated 
morbid feelings in which he revelled, the withering demon-thoughts in which he 
indulged. It is the force which implants new thoughts and feelings of a salutary 
nature, the seeds of which are like the grain of mustard, weak at first, but by 
time and cultivation they will produce wholesome fruit. This cultivation is 
effected by religion, by education, by just ancl strict discipline and treatment, by 
wholesome, constant, and diversified labour, and by punishment, severe, unremitting, 
and administered justly, formally, and judiciously, when all other means of recla- 
mation have failed. This is moral force, in the application of which I have been 
employed for twenty years, and for which I am a strenuous advocate. 

I remain, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Michael Harold, Head Schoolmaster. 

To Captain J. S. Whitty, Director of Convict Prisons, 

Castle, Dublin. 



MOUNT JOY FEMALE CONVICT PRISON. 



There is nothing of a special nature to refer to respecting the 
Female Convict Prison in the present year’s Report, except that 
in this, as in the male prisons, there has been an increase in the 
number of prisoners. No inconvenience has arisen, however, from 
this increase, ancl there still remains unoccupied accommodation in 
this prison for nearly 100 convicts. 

The building for the additional Hospital accommodation men- 
tioned in previous Reports has been nearly completed, and will 
soon be ready for occupation. This will be of great value in con- 
nexion with the health of the convicts ; and additional accommoda- 
tion will thus also become available elsewhere in the prison in case 
of its being required. 

The other parts of the establishment are in good order and 
repair. 

The health of the prisoners, with the exception mentioned in the 
annexed Medical Officer’s Report, has been generally good. No 
permanent change has been found necessary in the general dietary 
of the prisoners. 

The general conduct of the officers under the superintendence 
of Mrs. Lidwell has been satisfactory, and no case of dismissal has 
been rendered necessary throughout the year. 

The conduct of the prisoners, both as regards their subjection to 
discipline and their industry, can again be favourably reported on. 
Their progress in prison classification by attaining the required 
number of marks, continues to act as a powerful incentive with the 
general body of the female convicts. The value of their labour is 
shown in the Appendix to the Superintendent’s annexed Report. 

The Chaplains report very favourably also on the religious and 
moral condition of the convicts under their care. 

The school in this prison continues to be admirably conducted 
under the Head Schoolmistress, Miss Denvir, and her assistants, 

c 2 
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Mountjot and lias been, as in former years, very favourably noticed by the 
Convict Inspector of the National Board of Education on his periodical 

Prison, visits. . 

n . , The expenses have been such only as were strictly necessary for 

S the ordinary service of tlie prison. The particulars are given in 
the usual Appendix to the Superintendent’s annexed Report. 

As has been stated in the former portion ot this Annual Report, 
the female refuges at Golden Bridge and Heytesbnry-street con- 
tinue to be of great value in receiving and providing for a large 
number of the women discharged on licence from Mountjoy Prison. 

Much advantage continues to he derived from the exertions of 
the Protestant and Roman Catholic ladies, whose benevolence in- 
duces them to visit and advise the prisoners. Sucli evidences of 
interest in their religious and moral welfare and improvement 
cannot but have a salutary influence on the conduct of many of 
the prisoners who are the object of this benevolent attention. 

I. S. WiIITTY, Director. 



Superinten- 

dent's 

Report. 



SUPERINTENDENT’S HEP OUT. 

Mountjoy Female Prison, 
10th January, 1863. 

Sir —I have the honour of submitting to you my Annual Report for the year 
ending the 3 1st December, 1862. I have great pleasure in being able to state 
that I consider the results of the year have been favourable. The industrial 
training of tlie prisoners proves very satisfactory. When it is taken into con- 
sideration that for the greater part of the summer illness prevailed amongst the 
prisoners to such an extent as seriously to interfere with their work, the amount 
received for reproductive labours must be considered creditable to them. 

The treatment of the prisoners has been in strict accordance with the rules 
laid down, and their respective sentences have been duly carried into execution. 
The long sentences now imposed upon prisoners subjected to penal servitude 
will, I am confident, prove highly beneficial. While in the prison those who 
have been so sentenced are most anxious to conduct themselves properly, and the 
remembrance of a lengthened imprisonment cannot, fail to have an important 
effect in preventing them on their discharge from returning to evil courses. 

The conduct of the prisoners generally has been satisfactory. You are aware 
that from one union workhouse alone I have received eighteen prisoners tor the 
very serious crime of arson. This arrival amongst us was looked forward to 
with great anxiety ; but I am happy to say, that though, those prisoners are 
wild and reckless, and at first quite destitute of any idea of order, cleanliness, 
or industry, they are evincing a desire to he able to earn their own living, and 
become decent members of society. 

The schools continue to give great aid in the reformation ot the prisoners. 
The excellent manner in which they have been conducted meets the approval ot 
the District Inspectors. . 

Tlie staff have discharged their duties in a very satisfactory maimer, but a 
great many have suffered from severe attacks of illness. It all were present 
and fit lor duty, there is barely a sufficient number to carry out the discipline o 
the prison in what would be regarded as a thoroughly effective manner; an 
the occurrence of sickness in some thus entails an amount of extra labour upon 
others, which I consider injuriously affects their health. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient servant, _ 

Delta I. Ledwell, Superintendent. 

The Director of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 

I certify that the rules of this prison have been complied with, except in such 
cases as have been reported to or dealt with by the Director or Inspector. 

Delia I. Led well, Superintendent. 
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Statement of Number of Convicts Committed and Disposed of 



during the year 1862. 

Adults. Children. 

In custody, 1 st January, 1862 , - - - 381 31 

Received during the year, - - - - 175 9 

Born in the Prison, - - - - _ 10 

Total, - - - - - 556 50 



Mountjoy 

Female 

Convict 

Prison. 

Superinten- 

dent’s 

Report. 



Discharged on completion of sentence during the year, 

„ Licence, - 

,, Sentences Commuted, - 

Transferred to Roman Catholic Refuge on orders of 
Licence, - 

„ to Protestant ,, ,, 

j, to Lunatic Asylum, - 

Died, ------- 

119 



Children discharged with mothers, - 5 

„ transferred with mothers to Roman Catholic 

Refuge, ------ 2 

„ sent to Workhouse, - 1 

„ admitted to Orphanage, - 2 

„ died, ------ 4 

14 

Remaining in Custody, 31st December, 1862, - 437 36 



47 

8 

3 

43 

5 

3 

10 



AGES OF PRISONERS IN CUSTODY. 


convictions of prisoners in 




15 years and under 20 years, 


- 25 




CUSTODY. 






20 „ 25 „ 


- 110 


No. Convicted in the year 


1851, - 


1 


25 ,, 30 „ 


- 91 






1852, - 


- 


30 „ 35 ,, 


- 67 






1853, - 


6 


35 „ 40 „ 


- 44 






1854, - 


1 


40 „ 45 ,, 


- 44 






1855, 


3 


45 years and upwards, 


- 56 






1856, - 


5 











1857, - 


9 


Total, 


- 437 






1858, - 


11 










1659, - 


33 


Age of youngest prisoner on 


conviction, 






1860, - 


90 


16 years. 








1861, - 


119 


Age of oldest ,, 


71 years. 






1862, - 


159 






Total, 


- 


- 


437 


Sentences op Prisoners. 








Transportation, 10 years, - 


2 


Penal Servitude, 7 years, 


- 


46 


„ 14 ,i - 


4 


,, 


8 » 


- 


6 


„ 15 ,, - 


3 




10 „ 


- 


13 


i. Life, 

Penal Servitude, 3 years, - 


8 




12 „ 


- 


2 


- 133 


,, 


14 „ 


- 


3 


„ 4 „ - 

»» 5 ,, 


- 138 

- 64 


” 


15 5 , 


" 


2 


,, 6 - 


- 13 


Total, 


- 


- 


437 



Crimes of Prisoners. 



Administering Poison with intent to 
Murder, - - - 1 

Assault and Robbery, - - 5 

Assault, - - - - 2 

Attempt to commit Murder, - 1 

Arson, - - - - 26 

Attempt to Steal, - - - 1 

Burglary and Robbery, - - 20 



Burglary, - 

Conspiracy to Murder her Husband, 
Cow Stealing, - 
Child Desertion, 

Porgery, - 
Felony, - 
Highway Robbery, - 
Infanticide, 
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Crimes op Prisoners — continued. 



Killing Sheep, 

Larceny, - 

, , from Person, - 

■Larceny and previous convictions 
for Felony, &e., - - - 

Larceny and Receiving Stolen Goods, 
Murder, - 

Manslaughter, 

Obtaining Goods by False Pretences, 
Perjury, ■ 

Picking Pockets, - 



2 Robbery, 

66 Receiving Stolen Goods, 
37 Sheep Stealiug, 
Stealing, 

73 Subsequent Felony, 

1 Shoplifting, 

6 Uttering Base Coin, 

2 Vagrancy, - 

] Total, 

1 I 



- 26 
- 1 
- 16 

- 25 

- 1 
- 1 
- 1 

- 437 



Statement of the Estimated Value of Psbonees’ Laboub for the year ended 
31 st December, 1862. 



Work done. 



Sewing, knitting, and embroidering ( Prison materials), 
Sewing for shops (36,960 shirts and jackets made), 
Sewing, making, and repairing matrons’ uniform, 
Washing prisoners’ clothing, bedding, &c., 

„ for Mountjoy Male Prison, - 

„ for Smitlifield Prison, - “ 

for Government Prisons’ Office, 

„ for some Officers of the Prison, 

Employed cooking, nursing, cleaning Prison, mom- 
tresses in school, and picking fibre, 303 working 
days, at 8 d. per day, - 

Total, - 



No. of 
Prisoners 
employed daily 
(average). 


Estimated 
Value of Work 
performed. 




£ s. d. 


) \ 


154 13 5 


294-3 -l 
] [ 


369 15 5 
4 5 0 
513 15 5 
146 12 7 


I ” i 


29 10 2 
6 14 11 
21 4 6 


| 57 '8 


584 14 10 


377* 


1,831 6 5 



Abstract of Expenses for the Twelve Months ended 31st December, 1862. 



Heads of Service. 

Salaries, - - - - - 

Victualling, including Officers’ Rations, 
Fuel and Lighting, - 

Alterations and Repairs of Prison, 
Contingencies, - - - 

Utensils and Furniture, - 

Implements, - 

Medicines and Surgical Instruments, 
Medical Comforts, 

Prisoners’ Gratuities, 

Freights and Charges, - 

Travelling Charges, Officers on Duty, 
Prisoners on Discharge, - 
Prisoners’ Clothing, 

Funeral Expenses, 

Washing and Soap, 

Cleaning Prison, including Brooms, Mo 
Bedding, - 
Officers’ Clothing, 

Advertising, ... 

Rent, Rates, and Taxes, 

Total, - 







£ 


s. 


d. 


_ 


_ 


2,633 


9 


7 




_ 


3,165 


8 


2 


. 


. 


604 


18 


0 


_ 


. 


6 


11 


6 




_ 


76 


2 


3 


_ 


_ 


50 


11 


11 




_ 


1 


12 


6 


_ 


. 


80 


7 


9 


. 


- 


176 


9 


9 




_ 


265 


15 


4 


_ 


_ 


7 


16 


2 


_ 


_ 


2 


6 


0 


_ 


_ 


228 


4 


2 


. 


_ 


585 


9 


7 






10 


15 


4 




_ 


584 


19 


9 


&C., 


. 


62 


6 


1 




_ 


15 


18 


1 




_ 


82 


12 


0 




_ 


12 


3 


6 


. 


- 


155 


10 


2 



- 8,999 7 7 
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MEDICAL OFFICER’S REPORT. 

45, Mount joy-square, January, 1863. 

Sib, I have the honour to forward my report of the sanitary condition of the 

Mountjoy Female Prison for the year 1862, which, on the whole, may be consi- 
dered good. 

Number of patients in hospital on 1st January, 1862, - - 31 

Number admitted up to 31st December, 186 2, - - - 411 



Mountjov 

Female 

Convict 

Prison. 

Medical 

Officer*.* 

JCfj.oi-t. 



Total, - 442 

Discharged during the year, 409 ) 

Died, lOj" 

Remaining in hospital on 31st December, 1862, - - 23 



Number and Causes of Deaths during the year. 



£ _ 
¥ 


Initials. Received in Prison. 


Admitted to | 

Hospital. 


Date of Death. 


~i 

Disease. 




M.B. 20 Not., 1860, 1 


25 Jam, 1862, 


8 Feb., 1862 , 


Heart disease. 


911 


M.A.O’S. 20 Jan., 1862, 


2 Feb., 1862, 


14 Feb., 1862, 


Inflammation of bowels. 


714 


R.A.G. 20 July, 1860 , 


3 Feb., 1862, 


21 March, 1862, 


1 ’am lysis. 




E.S. 13 Feb., I860, 


30 April, 1860 . 


13 April, 1862, 


Chronic disease of bowels. 


822 


M.M. 22 June, 166], 


10 March, 1862, 


22 April, 1662, 


Diseaseof heart & kidneys. 


894 


M.P. 9 Jan., 1862 , 


7 April, 1862, 


29 April, 1862, 


Erysipelas. 


691 


C.R. 15Mav, 1860, 


16 June, 1862, 


1 July, 1862, 


Chest disease and apoplexy 


1004 


A.. 11. 23 July, 1862, 


25 July, 1862, 


3 Aug., 1862, 


Puerperal fever. 


25 


M.M‘D. 12 June, 1856, 


4 Oct., 1862 . 


4 Oct., 1862, 


Heart disease. 


72fi 


S.K. 12 Sept., 1860, 


1 April, 1862, 


17 Nov., 1862, 


Apoplexy. 



Lunatics sent to Asylum during the year. 



| . 

Initials. 


Received in 
Prison. 


Date of conviction. 


Where 1 

convicted. 


Asylum sent to. 


When sent. 


805 E.C. 


30 March, 1861, 


18 March, 1861, 


! Co.Kildare, 1 Dundrum, 


26 June, 1862. 


717 M.W. 


6 Aug., I860, 


25 Julv, I860, 


1 Co.Galway,! 


Do., 


13 Aug., 1862. 


782 C.M‘G. 

| 


| 1 Feb., 1861, 


3 Jan., 1861, 


j Co. Tyrone,! 


Do., 


20 Oct., 1862. 



Diseases of those admitted to Hospital during the year. 



Chronic Rheumatism, 


_ 


- l 


Chlorosis, - 


- 


- 


- 5 


Chronic Bronchitis, - 


_ 


- l 


Fever, 


- 


- 


- 12 


Scrofula, 


. 


- 8 


Phthisis, 


- 


- 


- 14 


Chronic Diarrhoea, - 


_ 


- 1 


Cephalalgia, 


- 


- 


- 5 


Rheumatism, 


- 


- 15 


Dropsy, 


- 


- 


- 4 


Paralysis, - 


- 


3 


Plenrodyne, 


- 


- 


- 4 


Hysteria, 


- 


_ o 


Syphilis, 


- 




- 3 


Sciatica, 


- 


- 14 


Sore legs, 


- 


- 


- 5 


Erysipelas, - 


. 


- 17 


Diarrhoea, - 


- 


- 


- 29 


Leucorrhcea, 


- 


2 


Biliary attacks, 




- 


- 30 


Ascites, 


- 


1 


Palpitatio, - 


- 


- 


4 


Recto Vaginal Fistula, 


- 


1 


Ophthalmia, 


- 


- 


- 11 


Apoplexy, - 


- 


- 3 


Jaundice, - 


- 


- 


- 1 


Lumbago, - 


- 


- 5 


Bronchitis, - 


- 


- 


- 14 


Neuralgia, - 




- 8 


Epilepsy, 


■ 


- 




Inflamed joints, 


- 


- 10 


Internal abscess. 






1 


Abscesses, - 


- 


- 13 


Cancer, 


- 




2 


Parturitio, - 


. 


- 10 


Asthma, 




- 


3 


Htemoptisis, 


. 


- 4 


Heart disease, 


- 


- 


- 2 


Debilitas, - 


- 


- 8 


Malignant tumor, 


- 


- 


2 


Febricuhe, - 


_ 


- 15 


Land scurvy, 


- 


- 


- 43 


Burns and scalds. - 


_ 


- 6 


Inflamed liver, 


- 


- 


- 1 


Sore breasts, 


- 


- 6 


Spine disease, 


- 


- 


2 


Purulent disease, - 


- 


- 1 


Mania, 


- 


- 


1 


Scarlatina, - 


. 


- 13 


Ulcered throat, 


- 


- 


3 


Colic, 


_ 


- 16 


Peritonitis, - 


* 


- 


- 4 


Ulcer of Btomach, - 


- 


1 


Odontalgia, - 


- 


* 


1 


Hemorrhoids, 


- 


- 10 


Constipatio, 


- 


" 


- 1 


Disease of sterum, - 


- . 


- 1 


Wound in face. 


“ 




- 1 
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There have been 3,772 cases of illness in the cells and hospital wards of the 
prison. 237 visits paid to prisoners in punishment. Ten births occurred during 
the year ; one child was still-born, and four children died, of ages up to two 
years. 

It will he seen by the accompanying returns that amongst the causes of death 
in the ten fatal cases which occurred during the year, none are referable to 
epidemic or contagious diseases, with the exception of one case of erysipelas, 
although we had many cases of scarlatina and erysipelas, as will be seen by the 
returns. Nevertheless, we were during the spring and summer visited with a 
very remarkable and formidable disease, which attacked about one hundred of 
the prisoners ; forty-three of the more severe cases having been admitted to 
hospital. The disease to which I allude was a form of land scurvy, showing 
itself, in most instances, in dark-coloured patches on the lower limbs and over 
the body, with swelling of the gums, and, in some instances, accompanied with 
considerable fever and constitutional irritation. Owing, to the scarcity aud bad- 
ness of the potatoes at that period of the year, the prisoners were principally 
fed on farinaceous diet, to which I principally attribute the outbreak of this 
disease, but by adding a liberal supply of vegetables to their food, and by the 
Lise of lime-juice, and other remedies, the disease gradually disappeared. Some 
of the cases proved very intractable, and remained in hospital for months 
before being relieved. I do not know of any other special matter requiring 
notice from me, and am happy to find the hospital buildings — so much required 
— so nearly approaching completion. 

I have the honour to be, sir, your obedient servant, 



Captain Wbitty, 
Director of Convict Prisons. 



Awi.y Banon, Medical Superintendent. 



Protestant 

Chaplain's 

Report. 



PROTESTANT CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

35, Nelson-street, January, 1863. 

Sir, — Having in my previous Reports expressed my views upon the Irish 
Convict System, and detailed my efforts to give its effect in iny department, I 
have only to say that during the past year the Church Services have been per- 
formed, lectures have been delivered on Sundays aud week-days, the Holy Com- 
munion has been administered, the hospital and schools have been visited, the 
prisoners have been conversed with individually, and the various duties of the 
Protestant Chaplain have been discharged by me in the Mountjoy Female Prison. 

Our Protestant lady visitors still continue their attendance. 

Hymn-books, and some copies of Dixon’s “ Commentary on tlie Church Cate- 
chism,” have been supplied at my request. 

The following statement by Miss Carpenter appears in Fraser's Magazine, 
January, 1863, referring to an occasion on which she was present during Divine 
Service in our chapel : — 

“ The first visit to Mountjoy Female Prison was on a Sunday, when we joined in wor- 
ship with the prisoners. It was a real congregation of persons apparently giving a deep 
and serious attention to the truths of the Gospel. There was little, perhaps nothing, to 
remind us that we were in prison. No separate cells, no display of control, for we observed 
no official other than the Superintendent, who was uniting with the convicts in the ser- 
vice. The countenances of the listeners dill, indeed, tell in many cases painful histories 
of early neglect, of deep ignorance and hardness ; in some, of a long career of crime. 

“ There was an ease of manner, and an evident working of the spirit, in many of them. 



In a pamphlet by foul* Justices of the West Riding Prison at Wakefield, our 
Refuge is thus noticed: — 

“ The Protestant Refuge is under the charge of a matron, superintended by a committee 
of lady visitors. We were much struck by the apparent industry displayed in the wash- 
house and laundry. On examining the accounts, aud talcing the amount of money received 
from private individuals for washing aud laundry wovk, during the last three months, 
making full allowances for fuel, soap, delivery, &c., we found the earnings to average 
about six shillings a-week for each, woman employed. As far as we could ascertain the 
rate of wages for similar work in the neighbourhood. This appears to be nearly what an 
ordinary charwoman would be able to earn. . . That under these circum- 
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stances women, — and those women convicts, — should be found to work as hard for the 
benefit of an institution in which they are detained, as they would for themselves out of 
doors, appears to us a result of very high import, in a moral as well as a financial point of 
view. It shows that influence, yet unknown on this side the channel, has been brought 
to bear on the correction of a fault which is the special characteristic of the criminal class, 
viz., dislike of hard work. . . . The only true test of the value of work, as 

of any other article, is what an independent customer will pay for it. This test we ap- 
plied at the Refuge by an examination, not of any prepared account, but of the actual 
receipts in the cash book, suggested and made by ourselves on the spar of the moment.” 

I need, I am sure, scarcely say that perfect harmony prevails among the 
different officers of the establishment. 

I have the honour to remain your obedient servant, 

David Stuart. 

To the Director of the Convict Prisons, Ireland. 



ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAINS’ REPORT. 

55, Ecelcs-street, January 10, 1863. 

Sir,— I have the honour to submit my Report of the Mountjoy Female Pinson 
for the year ending 3 1st December, 1862. 

I am very happy to be able to report favourably of the general conduct of 
the Roman Catholic prisoners during the past year, who have on all occasions 
exhibited the greatest respect and reverence towards us, which, I trust, we have 
not failed to make subservient to the interests of the prison at large, by incul- 
cating obedience to authority and exhorting them to maintain order and dis- 
cipline. Without at present enumerating the various duties which, as Chaplains, 
we have discharged, and which were stated at full length in former reports, I 
may say that our labours have been much the same as in former years, and have 
been blessed with the same results. I may also add that every facility has been 
afforded to us in the discharge of our duties by the kindness and vigilance of 
the Superintendent, and the ready assistance, when required, of the other officers 
of the prison. 

In the course of last year much sickness prevailed, from which some deaths 
ensued ; but I trust that the new building which has been erected for the pur- 
pose of affording sufficient hospital accommodation, will have the effect of 
meeting all the requirements of the sick, and securing their speedy recovery. 
As the sick prisoners engage a large share of our solicitude we feel it not out of 
place to offer you our thanks for your exertions in their behalf, and to express 
a hope that the new building will fully realize your humane intentions. The 
excellent Matron in charge of the hospital is unceasing iu her attention to the 
sick, and her charity and kindness to them are well calculated to mitigate their 
pains and sufferings. The zeal and efficiency of the Schoolmistress and her 
assistants, as well as the kind interest they uniformly show in the welfare of the 
prisoners, deserve our highest commendation. 

I am happy to inform you that the prisoners generally exhibit the best dis- 
positions, and are quite docile ; there are a few, however, lately committed to 
prison, who, owing to the defective training received in one of our workhouses 
in Dublin, claim our special attention and the kind and considerate indulgence 
of the authorities. It is difficult to deal with these poor creatures at first, fully 
imbued, as they appear to be, with the impression, for some reason or other, 
that there is no one who cares for them or takes any interest in them, hence, 
that utter indifference and despondency which characterize these girls, though 
otherwise not contaminated by vice or wickedness. It is not for us to point 
out the cause of this evil, which undoubtedly exists, we shall rather, as in duty 
hound, direct our attention to their future improvement, and indulge in the 
hope that the officers of the prison, by their kindness and forbearance, will re- 
move these wrong impressions and make them fully sensible of the important 
fact that they are appointed to aid iu carrying out a system of legislation 
humanely devised, not to punish, but to correct and reform. It was with this 
view that Reformatories were established, and pecuniary' aid wisely extended by 
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Government to institutions in which religion and not unnecessary severity would 
be brought to work on the feelings of the inmates, where strict discipline would 
be enforced by mildness, and labour made profitable and useful without render- 
ing it too burdensome or irksome. 

It was my privilege, a few days ago, to visit the Refuge at Golden-bridge, 
under the care of the Sisters of Mercy, and I was happy to observe that, acting- 
on these principles, they gained such an influence over the prisoners that they 
obeyed willingly, and thus order and discipline were maintained without trouble. 
Indeed, the services rendered by the Sisters of Mercy, in promoting prison dis- 
cipline, cannot be fully appreciated, except by those who are intimately ac- 
quainted with the working of our prisons, and have an opportunity of knowing 
what efforts are made by the prisoners in order to gain admission into the Re- 
fuse. The Sisters instruct and console them while under then* charge ; and on 
being discharged they use their influence in providing them with situations or 
restoring them to their families, while some of them, with a view to their spiritual 
welfare,' Vere enabled to emigrate to distant lands, and thus avoid the dangers 
and temptations to which they would be exposed at home. 

While on this subject we cannot but express our deep regret that the late 
Chairman, Sir Walter Crofton, was obliged through ill health to resign the 
position which he filled with such distinction and advantage to the public. 
Under his direction, and that of bis colleagues, the condition of our prisons was 
much improved, and an impulse given to the Reformatory movement, which has 
already conferred signal benefits on the country. 

I have the honour to be your obedient servant, 



The Director of Convict Prisons, 
Dublin Castle. 



.Tames Murray. 



Mountjoy Female Prison, 
January 1, 1863. 

Sir, — The convicts sent here since our last Report form a considerable 
number, and are objects of our deepest solicitude. We endeavour to make our- 
selves acquainted with their sad history; whether during a year of extreme 
distress they were prompted by hunger to violate the law, or led into crime by 
depravity of heart, wicked associations, and evil example, we cease not to im- 
part to them saving counsel. We compassionate them in their misery, and in- 
struct them in the mission of Him who came not to call the just but sinners to 
repentance. In conforming to a life of penance they evince, — except in instances 
of the re-convicted, — no serious unwillingness. Their weaknesses are, indeed, 
great, but their faith is strong ; and while separated from the occasions of sin, 
are influenced by oiu* teaching, and rarely hesitate to give to their Creator the 
homage of their will by obeying His precepts, and engaging in observances for 
them sanctification. They are grateful for what we do, and in return invoke 
the Divine Being to bestow upon us blessings. Their dispositions, so fay, afford 
evidence that our labours among them are not without fruit, and that it is better 
for themselves to be in prison than to be hopeless wanderers in the world. You 
will be glad to hear from ns what, no doubt, your own visits enable you to ascer- 
tain, namely, that the duties of the prison are performed with undiminished 
zeal. The matrons feel their responsibility, and in their anxiety to have discip- 
line upheld, regarded as a loss the brief absence last summer of the Superin- 
tendent, and rejoiced on her return. We willingly bear favourable testimony 
to the state of the school. Its chief teacher, and her two assistants, are inde- 
fatigable, and fully qualified for the duties imposed on them ; often in the spirit 
of charity they soothe the irritated entering school, and dispose them for study 
and instruction. The new hospital (near its completion), will be a great benefit 
to the prison ; its want during the past year was severely felt, and rendered the 
increased care given to the sick indispensable. We have had some deaths, but 
in the hands of our eminent Physician, many recoveries. In the chapel our 
poor people continue to receive the full advantage of our ministry. They pre- 
sent themselves when called at the confessionals, not to pass off spurious for 
true contrition, but to avow their guilt, and to be prepared by the sacrament of 
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penance for Holy Communion. Their penitential tears leaving us are not un- Mountjot 
frequent, and must be the effect of grace. For this we bless God ; and as Female 
bearers of religion to the convicts, are grateful to the authorities for the protec- Convict 
tion -we receive. In all the classes the impetuous are becoming meek and sub- P RISQN « 
missive. Physical and moral fear operate together. Firmness tempered with R oman 
kindness subdues their strong passions, and will, it is hoped, after a while leave Catholic 
the penal cells unoccupied. Labour here, very properly, is hard and continuous. Chaplains' 
It would not conduce to the reformation of nearly 500 to enclose them in Report. 
idleness. It is sufficient in particular cases not to require the usual amount of 
work, and mercifully to excuse the aged and the feeble. It is a pleasure to 
have to inform you that perfect harmony and good-will exist among the officers 
of Mountjoy Female Prison. 

I am, Sir, with great respect, your very faithful servant, 

Luke Dempsey, Roman Catholic Chaplain. 

The Director of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



PRESBYTERIAN CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. Presby- 

terian 

45, Eccles-street, Dublin, Chaplain's 
January 30, 1863. Report. 

Sir, — I have pleasure in reporting that there has been no increase in the 
number of Presbyterian prisoners, two having left during the year, and two 
having come, making in all seven prisoners under my care. 

The same services, however, are, of course, held for these, as if a much larger 
number were under my care. 

Of the two who left, one went to her son in Glasgow, and the other to her 
friends in the County Down. I have had letters from both, and I have reason 
to believe that both are resolved on resistance to the inducements to wrong- 
doing, to which they had before yielded. I regret to add, however, that it has 
been somewhat difficult for both to procure suitable employment. 

My efforts in the prison consist of Divine Service and preaching on the Lord’s 
day, and catechetical religious instruction during the week, together with con- 
versations with the prisoners individually, as it appears to be desirable. I am 
in tbe habit of reading to them such portions of general literature as are fitted 
to enlarge their minds and extend their sympathy with their fellow-creatures ; 
and I have found them impressible in the highest degree by means of this kind. 

When the illness of prisoners oblige them to be absent from my service and 
class I visit them in the hospital. The proportion of illness among those under 
my care happens to have been large during the year. 

With the prisoners generally I have no special difficulty. I find them atten- 
tive and interested in the instructions received. The truth, which it is my duty 
as a minister of the Gospel to present to them, and which our Divine Redeemer 
has authorized us to announce to the chief of sinners, receives from them as 
serious consideration as it does from persons generally outside the prison, and 
judging by what I have had an opportunity of witnessing, has produced its 
proper fruits in true sorrow for sin, simple trust in the Redeemer, and a humble 
purpose and effort to obey His law in time to come. 

I have the utmost pleasure, in the last place, in adding that my wishes have 
been attended to by every officer of the prison with whom I come in contact, 
with promptness and the utmost courtesy. 



I have the honour to remain, Sir, your obedient servant, 



Captain Whitty, 
Director of Convict Prisons. 



J. Hall, Presbyterian Chaplain. 
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Ninth Annual Report of the Director 
SCHOOLMISTRESS’S REPORT. 

Mountjoy Female Prison, 
January 5, 1 S63. 

Sir,— I beg leave to lay before you my usual Report on tlic school depart- 
ment of the Mountjoy Female Prison for the past year. 

In the first place I regret to direct your attention to the increased number of 
pupils, now amounting to 405. 

Notwithstanding this large attendance, I am more than gratified in statino- 
that the prisoners have, with two or three exceptions, behaved with the greatest 
possible docility and obedience. 

With respect to the progress made by the women, it has been, in my opinion, 
very satisfactory, considering the class from which the pupils have been taken ; 
in fact, the usual desire to improve has been manifested, and this is a most im- 
portant step towards future advancement and good conduct. 

Knowing that you are occasionally informed, by the District Inspector’s Re- 
port, of the minutiaa in reference to the teacher’s daily routine, I need not take 
up your time with any further allusion to my duties. 

The usual care and zealous attention have been paid by the. other teachers in 
their several positions. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

Mart Denvir, Schoolmistress. 

The Director of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



SMITHFIELD AND LUSK INTERMEDIATE PRISONS. 



These Intermediate Prisons continue to be occupied by the same 
classes of convicts preparatory to discharge on licence, as before 
reported, viz., tradesmen at Smithfield, and men fit for out-door 
labour at the Prison Farm at Lusk. No change has taken place 
at either in the general arrangements described in former Reports. 

The conduct of the prisoners has been, with very few exceptions, 
satisfactory both at Smithfield and Lusk, and all have worked with 
a very creditable degree of willing industry. 

Two prisoners escaped in the month of December from the prison 
at Smithfield, and have not been re-captured. 

Altogether 150 convicts have been discharged from the two 
prisons in the course of the year ; hut a large number of these 
being prisoners under the shorter sentences of three or four years’ 
penal servitude, and their course of detention in the Intermediate 
Prisons being for a few months only, the average daily number of 
prisoners has been consequently reduced. 

The Chaplains report favourably as to the attention to religious 
instruction of the prisoners under their charge, and as to their 
moral state. 

Mr. Organ continues his unfailing and zealous exertions as Lec- 
turer at both these prisons, and with undoubted advantage to the 
prisoners, who thus pass under his care and attention. In these 
duties, and in the supervision of the discharged convicts resident 
in Dublin and the surrounding district, for whom he is constantly 
engaged in obtaining suitable employment, his services continue to 
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be most valuable. Details connected with these duties are given 
in his annexed Report. 

All matters of discipline and other arrangements, have been 
carefully attended _ to by Mr. Brad held, the Superintendent of 
Smithfield Prison, aided by Mr. Dwyer, the Registrar, (both whose 
appointments were noticed in last year’s Annual Report,) and the 
conduct of' all the other officers has 'given satisfaction. 

The progress of reclaiming the common land at Lusk, and other 
farming operations, have advanced steadily under the judicious 
and careful attention of Mr. Gallagher, the Agriculturist ; and the 
due degree of discipline, both on the works and in the prison huts, 
has been satisfactorily maintained at Lusk by Mr. Gunn in the 
Principal Warder in charge. 

At both prisons the convicts continue to receive evening school 
instruction daily, to which they are very attentive. 

The health of the prisoners has been carefully attended to by 
Dr. Brady, who is able to give a favourable account of it in his 
annexed Report. 

The expenditure for both the prisons has been only such as was 
actually necessary ; no special cause of expense having occurred 
within the year. The details are given in the Superintendent’s 
annexed Report, where will also he found the usual statement of 
the prisoners’ earnings. 

The buildings are all maintained in good order and repair. 

I. S. Whitty, Director. 



PROTESTANT CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

29, Trinity College, Dublin, 
1SG3. 

Sir, — During the past year Divine service has been regularly performed 
in the chapel of Smithfield Prison. The Sacrament also has been duly adminis- 
tered, and the week-day Scriptural lessons have been continued. 

I have only to repeat the substance of former reports. I have found the 
prisoners at all times orderly and respectful, anxious to profit by every opportu- 
nity for instruction. I have not had occasion to use one word of reproof during 
the entire year. My conviction is, that the men who have passed through the 
prison during the year, have steadily purposed to lead an honest life, and earn 
their bread by industry and perseverance. 

From the Superintendent of the prison I have at all times experienced the. 
greatest courtesy. All the officials of the prison facilitate the efforts of the 
Chaplain in every way they can. The most perfect harmony has existed amongst 
all the officers, not only during the past year, but during the whole period of my 
official connexion with the prison. 

I may be permitted to correct a statement originally made, I suppose, by 
writers who were completely ignorant of the value of Convict Discipline in Ire- 
land, viz. : — that the convicts under the Irish system assume a profession of 
religion and become hypocrites, to ingratiate themselves under the Chaplain, in 
order to obtain, through his influence, a partial remission of their punishment. 
It should be known, that no Chaplain can, by any means, obtain the remission 
of a single hour’s punishment in the ease of any prisoner. The regulations 
which fix the periods of imprisonment, are clear and precise, and are rigidly 
carried out. No prisoner has ever attempted to ask my interference in his 
behalf ; and I believe my brother Chaplains would state the same. The prisoner, 
on his entrance into prison, is fully informed of all that relates to his position. 
He knows that the Chaplain cannot interfere in his favour, even if he would. No 
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Chaplain, who desired his ministrations to he effective, would desire to possess 
so invidious a power as that of procuring indulgence for a prisoner through his 
representations. It would expose him to endless solicitation, and would infal- 
liby cause the prisoners to become hypocrites. . . 

In common with all the officers of the Irish Convict .Service, I deeply regret 
the departure of Sir Walter Crofton from the superintendence of the system 
which he founded. Our consolation is, that he left the system perfect and en- 
during, and that his successor was his colleague through many years. 

I am, Sir, yours most obediently, 

George B. Wheeler, a.m., Chaplain of Smithfield Prison. 

To Captain Whitty, Director of Convict Prisons. 



ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

St. Paul’s, Arran- quay, 1st January, 1863. 

Sib,— I beg leave to hand in my report for the year 1862. 

It is now twelve months since I became attached to the Smithfield Inter- 
mediate Prison. During that period I paid many visits each week, and watched 
the system closely. What I have observed I shall now give you. 

As to myself personally, I thank everyone within the prison walls, fiom the 
Superintendent to the lowest criminal. All have been most courteous to me — 
ever ready to attend to all my wishes ; and all, no matter what them creed was, 
treated me with respect. t . 

As to the prisoners, they were most attentive to my instructions, and, with few 
exceptions, regularly frequented the Sacraments. 

From their conduct in prison I have good reason to hope that wherever they 
may be, they will prove themselves good and honest men, and prove the good 
and efficacy of the excellent system under whose rules they were reformed. _ No- 
thing was left undone to change the convict into a good and honest citizen. 
Removed from the temptations and allurements of the world, they were engaged 
in useful employments ; one part of the day being devoted to manual labour ; 
another to the hearing of good, practical, social lectures ; and the rest to religious 
instruction. The foundation of then* reformation is religion, without which we 
have little to expect from him who was an habitual breaker of the law. They 
can practise their religion without any restraint. In the evening they heard 
good social lectures from an able lecturer, Mr. Organ, who proved, to my satis- 
faction, that he was capable of exciting the attention, not only of the convict, 
but of those who classed amongst educated men. I say this sincerely, and if I 
held any other position than that of Catholic Chaplain, I would treat of the 
opinions of others, both spoken and written ; but, as mine is confined to the re- 
ligious wants of the Catholic prisoners, I must not go to other subjects. 

Again I must thank all, both officials and prisoners, for then' attention and 
respect. 

I have the honour to he, Sir, your obedient servant, 

John O’ Hanlon, Roman Catholic Chaplain. 

Captain I. S. Whitty, Director of Convict Prisons. 



PRESBYTERIAN CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

, [Note The lamented death of the Rev. James Edgar, Presbyterian Chaplain, 

s causes the absence of his Report, which was not received.] • 



MEDICAL OFFICER’S REPORT. 

January, 1863. 

Sib,— I have the honour to submit the Medical Report on the Intermediate 
Prisons at Smithfield and Lusk for the year ending 31st of December, 1862; 
and I feel great gratification in being able to announce that the sanitary state 
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of these establishments has been most satisfactory during this period, even when 
compared with the favourable returns of recent years, as may, indeed, be in- 
ferred from the following tabular statement of the movement in the hospital 
during the past twelve months : — 1 

No. of patients in hospital, 1st January, 1862, from former year, 4 

No. admitted since, to 31st of December inclusive, - - 41 

Total under treatment during the year, - . - - 45 



Of these there were discharged cured, - - . - 42 

Remaining in hospital January 1st, 1863 , 3 

45 

Specification of the Diseases with which the Patients that were admitted 
in the year were affected. 

Bronchitis, - 
Catarrh, 

Fever, 

Diarrhcea, - 
Colic, 

Ophthalmia, 

Dropsy, 

Rheumatism, 

I have taken occasion, from time to time, in my annual reports, to direct 
attention to the remarkable improvement that has been observed in the sanitary 
state of those prisons since the period of the introduction of the humane system 
of prison discipline. _ This favourable change in the economy of those establish- 
ments has been manifested not only in a great decrease of sickness, but, what is, 
perhaps, still more noteworthy, in an unusual mildness and simplicity of charac- 
ter in the diseases that have occurred ; presenting in this respect a most striking 
and instructive contrast to the condition of the Convict Prisons under the old 
system of management, even so recently as ten years since. 

The year that has just ended presents, however, such a remarkable illustration 
of the salutary influence of the system, through the agency of which the health of 
the convicts is so admirably sustained, that it should not'be let pass unnoticed. 
From the preceding Hospital Return, it will be seen that, with the usual average 
number of prisoners in confinement, the admissions to hospital in the past twelve 
months was only forty-one, being less than one-half the number of admissions in 
any previous year. On the other hand, the diseases that prevailed were, in ge- 
neral, of a mild, uncomplicated character, being chiefly common colds— bron- 
chitic or catarrhal — and seldom assuming a serious aspect ; except in the case 
of some aged or broken-down prisoners, who had frequently suffered from 
similar attacks. No infectious or malignant disease occurred in the year. 

To appreciate fully the value of the system by which the health of the 
prisoners is thus maintained, it must be borne in mind, that the convicts com- 
mitted to those prisons have previously undergone long periods of imprisonment- 
on an average, four years, at least, — which has generally more or less impaired 
their health, and that during their confinement they are employed at various 
trades in Smithfield, and out-door work at Lusk, more steadily and continuously 
than, perhaps, any class of free labourers. Yet, under those apparently unfa- 
vourable circumstances, they almost invariably exhibit the greatest cheerfulness 
and alacrity in their difierent occupations. Dining their limited residence in 
those prisons they improve rapidly, even the aged and weakly, and are usually 
discharged in such a state of health and general improvement, as should enable 
them to obtain an honest livelihood for the future. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Thomas Bkadt. 

To the Director of Convict Prisons, Ireland. 



9 Ulcers, - - . - 4 

- II j Sprains, - - _ - 3 

1 Wounds, - - - 1 

- 3 Abscess, - - . ] 

l Whitlow, - . . 1 

- 3 _ 
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SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT. 

Smithfiehl Intermediate Prison, 
January 1, 1863. 

Sir, — A t the close of another year I have the honour of laying before you, 
as Director of the Irish Convict Prisons, my Report on this and the Lusk Branch 
Prison. 

It is a pleasing duty to me to bear testimony to the general good conduct of 
the prisoners, and to the good spirit that prevails among them ; only seven 
breaches of discipline having occurred during the year, and those of such a 
nature as in an ordinary prison would he visited with only a very slight punish- 
ment. In establishments like these, however, where the most willing co-opera- 
tion is expected from all, any o lienees not inadvertent must be punished by the 
removal of the offender to an Ordinary Prison. 

These removals have been attended with very beneficial results, both as re- 
gards the men removed, who if allowed to return here, always came back much 
unproved ; and as regards the men remaining, bn whom the examples have had 
a very salutary effect. 

I regret to state that two prisoners escaped from this prison in the month of 
December last, which proves that the indulgences granted in these Intermediate 
Prisons are not so great as some have asserted. I know how every one of the 
prisonei*s look forward with the most intense anxiety to the day of release. 

In a few instances men have mistaken the dates, and found that they mis- 
calculated the exact time of their discharge by one or two days, and their ex- 
pression of disappointment at having to remain here even a single day longer 
than they had anticipated was abundant evidence that detention, even iu an In- 
termediate Prison, was sufficiently irksome to them. 

The employments of prisoners were the same as during previous years. On 
the reception of each draft from the “ Associated Prison,” the tradesmen are 
placed at their respective trades within this prison, and the labourers are sent 
to the Mount] oy Garden Class for training for a short period, preparatory to 
their removal to Lusk. There is an exception to this rule in the eases of pri- 
soners with long sentences, — seven years, and upwards, — who are employed at 
Smithfield for about three, months, after which they arc sent to the garden class 
for a while preparatory to their ultimate removal to Lusk, as in the above- 
named cases. 

The garden class continues to perform the labour at the Mountjoy Female 
Prison, and latterly at the Male Prison, viz., two days in each week at the 
former, and four days at the latter prison ; and it is satisfactory to find that not 
the slightest irregularity took place during the year, the prisoners proceeding to 
and from their work with steadiness and regularity, as well as performing the 
labour assigned to them to the full satisfaction of the officers in charge. 

The several trades have been carried on in tlic prison as usual, and a fair 
amount of work performed, considering that the majority were unskilled. 

The allowances to the prisoners at trades for their work entirely depend on 
their own exertions, as it is by piece-work they are paid in this prison. Every 
prisoner is furnished with a pass-book, in which he enters every article he makes, 
with the allowance to be credited to him for it, and at the end of the week the 
book is checked by the Trade Instructor, who also keeps a book, and by this 
means a double check is afforded, and the prisoner is able, at any time, to ascer- 
tain the amount of earnings to his credit. But it must be understood that the 
maximum which each prisoner can thus be allowed in these establishments is 
limited to 2s. fid. per week, and no prisoner can be paid more, the scale allowed 
for the making of each article being so regulated that a prisoner must work very 
industriously to earn that sum in a week. 

The draining and reclaiming of the Commons at Lusk continue to be carried 
on, and every year a portion is thus added to the cultivated farm. On what 
has been reclaimed very fair crops, both white and green, have been raised ; 
and most of what was formerly a common now presents the appearance of a 
well-tilled farm. 

Milch cows have been introduced for the purpose of supplying the prisoners 
with milk, which has proved an advantage to them, as well as a source of profit 
to the public. The Common is now all enclosed, and three-fourths of it drained 
and reclaimed. 
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I have frequently visited this branch prison, and always found everything 
going on satisfactorily, no irregularity having come under my observation during 
the year. 

The Principal Warder, Mr. Gunning, and the Agriculturist, Mr. Gallagher, 
continue to discharge their onerous and important duties most creditably ; and 
the subordinate officers appear to have performed theirs to the satisfaction of 
their superiors ; no instance of misconduct, neglect of duty, or want of punctual- 
ity', having occurred during the year. 

By referring to the Tables annexed to this Report you will see that 149 pri- 
soners were released on licence during the year, and one discharged on comple- 
tion of sentence of four years’ penal servitude, he having by misconduct 
forfeited his claims to a remission. 

I cannot conclude this Report without acknowledging the valuable assistance 
and cordial co-operation I have, at all times, received from Mr. Dwyer, in the 
discharge of the many and important duties connected with the management of 
these establishments. 

The subordinate officers have also conducted themselves with great propriety, 
and evinced an earnest desire to promote the interests of the prison and the 
welfare of the prisoners. 

There were no alterations or repairs of any importance in the buildings during 
the year ; all continue in tolerable repair, nor do I anticipate any for the pre- 
sent year, beyond incidental, which will be little more than nominal. 

I certify that during the year I have, to the best of my knowledge and 
belief, complied with all the rules laid down for the government of this estab- 
lishment. 

I think, Sir, it is due from me, who has been connected with the Intermediate 
Prisons since their commencement, to here allude with regret to the retirement 
from the Convict Service of Sir Walter Crofton, to whom the Intermediate 
Prisons owe their origin. I, in common with every officer of these establish- 
ments, have peculiar reasons to regret the retirement of a gentleman who had 
taken such a deep interest in these prisons, and from whom we have always 
received the most courteous and liberal sustainment in the discharge of our 
duties. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your very obedient servant, 

W. Bradfiexd, Superintendent. 

Captain I. S. Whitty, 

Director of Government Prisons, Dublin Castle. 



Statement of the Number of Convicts in Custody, Committed aud Disposed of, 
year ending 31st December, 1862. 



In Custody, 1st January, 1862,. 
Received from Spike Island Prison, 

„ Philipstown Prison, 

,, Mount joy Male Prison, 



80 

- 133 

9 

- 23 
165 



245 

Disposed of: — 

Removed to Mountjoy Male Prison, - - " 7 

Released on orders of licence (Transportation cases), - 15 

Released on orders of licence (Penal Servitude 
Act, 1853), - - - - 

Released . on orders of licence (Penal 
Act, 1857), - 

Discharged, sentence completed, 

Escaped, . * 



Servitude 

- 107 

- - 1 
2 

159 



Iu Custody, 1 st January. 1863, 



86 

P 
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Total, - - - 165 



Sentences of the Prisoners received during the year. 



6 years’ Penal Servitude (Act of 1853), - 4 

7 „ „ - 2 

8 ,, , , it - - 7 

10 ,, „ - 1 

3 ,, „ (Act of 1857), - 49 

4 a i, ii " - 58 

5 ,, „ - 2 

6 ,, it it - * 3 

7 „ ,, ,, 18 

8 „ „ ,, - - 1 

14 years’ Transportation, - - 14 

15 „ ,, - - - 6 

Total, - - - 165 



Ages on Reception of the Prisoners received during the year. 



14 years and under 16 years, 




6 


16 „ „ 


20 „ 


- 


- 43 


20 „ 


30 „ 


- 


- 85 


30 „ 


40 „ 


- 


- 18 


40 „ „ 


50 „ 


- 


6 


50 „ ,, 


60 „ 


- 


6 


60 and upwards. 


- 


- 


1 



Crimes of 1 65 Prisoners received during the year. 

Arson, - - - - - - - -5 

Assault, with intent to rob, - - - - - 4 

, , grievous, - - - - - - -1 

Ass stealing, - 1 

Appearing armed at night, - - - - - 2 

Burglary, - - - - - - - -20 

„ and robbery, - - - - - - 9 

„ and felony, - - - - - -11 

„ and larceny, - - - - - - 3 

Cutting and wounding with intent to maim, - - - 2 

Cattle stealing, - - - - - - -8 

Coining, - 2 

Desertion, ----- 5 

Felony, - -- -- - 11 

Forgery, ----- - - - 1 

Highway robbery, - - - - - - -3 

,, „ and assault, - - - - - 1 

Larceny, - - - - - - - -38 

,, and stabbing, - - - , - 1 

Manslaughter, - - 4 

Picking pockets, - - - - - --6 

Receiving stolen goods, - - - - - 9 

Rape, - -------1 

Sacrilege, --------1 

Sheep stealing, - - _ _ . - -11 

Stealing in a dwelling, - - - - - 1 

Uttering base coin, and former conviction, - - - 1 

Violence to superior officer, and breaking from barracks, - 3 



~ m 
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Account stowing the value of Productive Labour of Prisoners for the year 
ending 31st December, 1862. 



Trades. 


Amount. 


Remarks. 




! £ s. d. 




Tailoring, - 


1 125 Oil 




Shoemaking, 


i 166 9 11 




Carpentry, - 


8 18 5 




Brushmaking, 


15 14 0 




Weaving, - - - 


12 5 2 




Smiths and Nailers, 


3 11 9 




Matmaking, - - j 


5 19 11 






338 0 1 




Profit on pig feeding, 


4 14 6 


Daily average number in Smithfield, 40 


Seventeen prisoners, viz., 




Do. do., Lusk, - 39 


labourers at theMountjoy 






Prison, fatigue duty in 




79 


this pri son , co oking, m es s- 




Less sick, - - - - 4 


ing, cleaning prison, 




— 


pumping water, painting. 




75 


messengers, &c. , &c., fifty- 






two weeks, at 9s. per week, 


397 16 0 




Thirty-nine prisoners at 




Average earnings of each effective pri- 


Lusk, draining, subsoil- 




soner, £22 0s. lOd. 


ing, and general farm 






work, fifty-two weeks, at 






9s. per week, 


912 12 0 




Total, 


1,653 2 7 
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Abstract of Expenditure under the several heads of service, for the year ending 
31st December, 1862. 



Heads of Service. 



Salaries, - 

Victualling, including officers' rations, - 
Light, - 

Alterations and repairs, - 

Contingencies, - 

Utensils, - - 

Medicines and surgical instruments, 

Medical comforts, - 

Officers’ clothing, - 

Officers’ travelling, including transit of prisoners, 

Washing, ------ 

Cleaning prison, - - - - - 

Advertising, - - - - - 

Bedding, ------- 

Bent, rates and taxes, - 

Total, - 



Amount. 





£ 


s. 


d. 


. 


1,361 


3 


4 


- 


907 


12 


8 


- 


49 


7 


4 


_ 


21 


3 


5 


- 


81 


19 


0 


. 


14 


16 


0 


. 


5 


13 


4 


- 


2 


11 


8 


- 


64 


2 


5 


- 


64 


8 


1 


- 


40 


10 


l 


- 


19 


3 


2 


- 


2 


11 


9 


- 


6 


5 


10 


- 


10 


0 


0 


- 


2,651 


8 


1 



In addition to these payments the following items have been, for the convenience 
of the service, paid from this establishment, through which the great majority of 
the convicts are discharged, viz. : — 

“Gratuities of 150 convicts, earned in the home Convict Prisons 
and at Bermuda during the whole period of their sentences,” .cmo on 

Travelling of 150 convicts to their homes on discharge, 

Clothing (discharged and others) for 150 convicts, - 



Total, 



72 13 9 
701 19 8 



- £1,690 17 i 

d2 
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LECTURER’S REPORT. 

Smithfield, January, 1863. 

Sib. — I have the honour to submit my Seventh Annual Report upon the 
Smithfi eld Intermediate Prison. 

During the past year 150 convicts have been discharged from this and the 
Lusk Prison Depot, out of which four have relapsed into crime, and six have 
had their licences revoked for irregularities. When we consider the antecedents 
of the criminals with whom we are and have been dealing for the last seven 
years, these numbers appear to me very small indeed. 

In this prison I have had to deal with crime in almost all its phases. Here I 
came in contact with the indolent and sluggish pauper criminal, the intriguing 
and accomplished thief, the sly and wily pickpocket, the bland and cunning 
receiver of stolen goods, the begging religious hypocrite, the depraved and 
repulsive rowdy, the daring and fearless burglar, the bold and defiant highway 
robber — in fine, with nearly every class of criminal, except the proved murderer 
only. 

It is no longer necessary to defend the Irish Intermediate Prison System, as 
the tree has borne its fruit. The system is merely a part of a great scheme 
devised for the amelioration and amendment of the erring and the outcast. 

It has stood the test of the vicissitudes of seven veiy eventful years, and 
under circumstances not a little disheartening. To carry it through its appren- 
ticeship, so to speak, has called forth powers of energy, perseverance, and deter- 
mination from those to -whom its development was entrusted ; and thus has been 
raised in Ireland a Prison System, grand in its simplicity, sound in its principles, 
deterrent in its discipline, but humane and reformatory in its teaching. 

The difficulty of inducing employers of character and position to employ our 
convicts, knowing them to be such, can only he known to those who have 
to contend with it. The task is humiliating in the extreme. I found it so, and 
upon many occasions I was made to feel — and keenly too — the unpleasantness of 
my self-imposed office as the advocate for a Smithfield convict seeking honest 
employment. 

very little inquiry into the history of the Irish Intermediate System will 
confirm what I now state relative to the difficulty of inducing Irish employers to 
give work to convicts. It has been said by our English neighbours that “after 
all, the difficulty to get Irish employers to employ Irish criminals was not so 
great as was generally imagined, for in Ireland the feelings of such men against 
discharged prisoners were not so strong as in England but I must protest 
against this stigma being thrown upon the reputation of those honest and high- 
minded men, who, after tedious and repeated application, veutured to open the 
avenues of honest industry to the once erring, but let me hope now penitent 
Irish criminal, 

In no country is there a stronger feeling against thieves than exists in Ireland ; 
and if those who assert that sympathy for criminals is to be found amongst the 
honest and industrious community of that country were to accompany me when 
seeking employment for the Irish convict, they would soon learn that the con- 
ceived idea was erroneous and utterly untrue. 

In order that this may he clearly evident, I shall here mention two facts 
which cannot fail to prove what little truth is contained in the statement that 
Irish employers have sympathy for criminals. 

In the city of Dublin there are two very independent merchants. One of 
them gives employment to about one thousand persons, consisting of men, 
women, and children. This gentleman is an Irishman. The other is an exten- 
sive capitalist, and also employs a large number of hands, hut those whom he 
admits into his establishment must be trustworthy, as property to a large amount 
is placed within the reach of workmen at all times. This gentleman is an 
Englishman. 

I had been endeavouring for the last three years to induce the Irish mer- 
chant to give my Smithfield men employment, but could not succeed. It hap- 
pened, however, that some time in the course of last year one of my men, with- 
out my aid or knowledge, did obtain work in one of this gentleman’s yards, but 
when it became known that he. was a discharged convict, he was told to procure 
employment elsewhere. Some time afterwards I met my friend, who told me 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




<>j Convict Prisons in Ireland. 



53 



that he had to dismiss the man on principle , and that it was only just to the other 
workmen. So much for this Irish employer. 

My other friend, who is an Englishman, after many applications, and upon 

my recommendation, took a man into his employment about four years since a 

returned convict too. This man proved a faithful, honest servant, and by his 
conduct won the confidence of his master, which up to the present hour he en- 
joys. This gentleman has made many applications to me for men within the 
period mentioned, and has at the time I write three of them in his establishment, 
filling trustworthy positions, and having it in their power to rob him at any 
moment ; and only a few days ago he wrote to me saving that another man had 
got married, and was about to sail with his wife for Australia, being enabled to 
do so by his savings out of his weekly earnings, the greater amount of which he 
deposited in his (the employer’s) hands. 

Lest it might be said that the men in question were not of the criminal type 
it is right I should mention that one of them, as already stated, is a returned 
convict; another, a Dublin burglar, known to the police authorities for years • 
another, a member of a convict family; and another was known as a thief for six 
years previous to his last conviction. 

I would not have it to be supposed that all the men whom I have sent to this 
good, kind employer, were faultless. No ; for I well remember an instance of a 
Smithfield man abusing this gentleman’s confidence, and it was as follows : 

The man became intemperate, and on one or two occasions was observed to 
be incompetent to discharge his duties. I heard it, and lost no time in request- 
ing his being sent about his business, feeling, as I did, the great harm his con- 
duct would do the other men, were lie permitted to remain. My request was 
complied with, and his removal from a comparatively comfortable situation to 
again experience the want of employment and its consequences, exerted a most 
salutary influence upon those of his fellow-prisoners, both inside and outside 
Smithfield, to whom the circumstance was known. 

Once a discharged prisoner abuses the confidence reposed in him by his em- 
ployer, or by myself, I do not allow him to do so with impunity ; and had the 
man I now speak of been on licence, I certainly would have recommended its 
revocation. 

. If we feel it incumbent on us for humanity’s sake to assist the convict after 
his discharge, it does not follow that we should pet or coax him, and overlook 
his vicious habits ; and especially when we see around us the children of the 
honest industrious poor, who would gladly and gratefully accept the employment 
which we had obtained for an unthankful and an unworthy criminal. I have 
always thought that much evil has been done by that mistaken philanthropy 
which frequently leads the discharged prisoner to believe that he is an object o"f 
the especial care of the good and the benevolent. Surely the habitual and hard- 
ened thief is not to take precedence of the honest child of poverty in the esti- 
mation of the philanthropist. 

I always impress the men with one fact, namely, that all they may expect 
from me is to give them a start in the field of honest industry, there to compete 
with their fellows, who are more familiar, perhaps, -with occasional want, and 
certainly less acquainted with crime. 

They are also made to know that though anxious in every way to serve them, 
I am equalh' anxious to see that my character or the reputation of the system 
shall not suffer by their misconduct if it be in my power to prevent it. This is 
evidenced by the fact, and one, too, worthy of observation, that employers have 
on many occasions written or personally applied to me to overlook some slight 
irregularity of the men whom I had induced them to employ. 

You will remember, sir, that during the past year I have brought men before 
you with whose conduct I was not quite satisfied. And you are also aware of 
my nightly visits to the police authorities, when circumstances required them, 
with a view to direct their attention to those men who appeared to me suspi- 
cious, the importance of which will appear from the following letter addressed 
to me by a very experienced police inspector : — 

“ 13, Richmond, Fairview, Co. Dublin, 
January 10, 18G3. 

“ Sir, — I n reply to your inquiry as to my opinion of the working of the ticket-of-leavc 
system in Ireland, I beg leave to submit the following statement of my practical experi- 
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Smith- ence day and night — of the Smithficld men discharged on licence, and otherwise, and 

FIELD AND working and residing in the City and County of Dublin. It is perhaps necessary that I 
Lusk should state that I have been a detective police officer for eleven years, and, therefore, 
Interme- had an opportunity of making myself acquainted with the working of the new and old 
djate systems of convict management in Ireland. My experience of the old system was of a 
Prisons, ,host painful character, for the criminals came out of prison worse, in fact, than when 

they entered ; whereas, on the other hand, I have known the greatest desperadoes of society, 

Lecturer's w j ien discharged from your intermediate prison, to engage in slavish labour, earning their 
Report. bread, and absorbed amongst the honest members of the working community. It must 
have been a labour of perseverance, better imagined than expressed, to induce any Irish 
employer of respectable position to take into his work men who had been habitual thieves 
and burglars, for the aversion of all men of respectability in Ireland to employ convicts 
is, perhaps, greater than in any country I know of. It is only right to add, that I have 
always been assisted by Sir Walter Crofton, at his office in the Castle, when my duties 
brought me there for the detection of criminals who had violated the conditions of their 
ticlcet-of -leave ; and always most readily and anxiously by yourself, night after night, 
both at Smith field and at 'your own office; and by this constant and unremitting inter- 
couvse I have, on very many occasions, prevented the commission of additional crime by 
visiting the abodes of the persons we had reason to believe intended doing wrong. And 
now, sir, in conclusion, I feel it my most agreeable duty to state, for the information of 
the prison authorities and the public at large, that during my connexion with the Detec- 
tive Police of Dublin, I have never known a man discharged, and under your supervision, 
to be convicted of any act bordering upon violence on the person. Before concluding 
my remarks, I think the fact of a numerous and influential class of employers, who at this 
present moment have many of your discharged convicts in their establishments, is a proof 
of the importance ancl invaluable good which has resulted from the working of the Irish 
convict system, in the development of which you have acted so distinguished a part. If 
necessary, I am prepared and willing, at auy time, to give my testimony in detail when- 
ever circumstances may require me to do so. 

(Signed,) Timothy Mubpiiy, late Acting-Iuspector, 

Detective Department, Dublin Metropolitan Police. 

“ To James P. Organ, Esq., 5, Mespil, Co. Dublin.” 

Those who undertake to condemn the ticket-of- leave system should first ex- 
amine and weigh well the advantages it confers upon the prisoner and upon 
society, if carried out in the spirit of integrity and impartiality which was evi- 
dently intended by those prudent and far-seeing men who made it a part of the 
prison reform of the age. The clamour raised against the system arises princi- 
pally from ignorance on the one hand, and neglect in not enforcing the condi- 
tions endorsed upon a ticket- of -leave, upon the other. Now, I hold that no 
"better system was ever yet devised for the protection of society than what is 
now generally known as the ticket- of-leavc system, if properly worked in all its 
details. 

There are only two causes, perhaps, which can prevent it from succeeding in 
any civilized country — one is ignorance of character, and, consequently, the 
want of proper discretion in selecting prisoners for the privilege of a ticket-of- 
leave ; and the other is the absence of proper supervision over them during the 
time they hold it. 

The success of the Irish convict system is mainly due to the great attention 
paid to these all-important points. 

The system of school instruction, as pursued in this prison, is peculiar, and 
entirely dissimilar to that of any other kindred institution in the country. To 
any person who has given the subject of criminal reformation proper attention 
it must appear tliat ordinary sebool instruction is not that very powerful agent 
in reclaiming fallen man wliicb some persons seem to think. By all means teach 
the criminal to read and write, and instruct him in those elementary subjects, a 
useful knowledge of which, if properly applied, cannot fail to be of service to 
him in after-life, should he. be honestly disposed. To the credit of the teachers 
in the prisons, through which the convicts pass to Smithfield, it must he said 
that there is scarcely a man discharged from that prison who cannot read and write, 
and a great many of them very fairly instructed in the rudiments of an English 
education. These are, in themselves, some of the happy results of an enlight- 
ened and Christian system, when faithfully and conscientiously carried out. 

_ To auy thinking individual, who has given the subject of criminal amendment 
his attention, it must be evident that more than ordinary school instruction is 
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required to remove from the convict’s mind the strong prejudices and misguided Smith- 
opmions which for years have found a fixed and undisturbed place in the bosom field and 
of the demoralized man. Lusk 

Feeling the importance of this, Sir "Walter Crofton wisely determined that " 

lectures should be addressed to the men in their last or intermediate stage of Prisons. 

imprisonment, upon such subjects as were calculated to interest and instruct 

them, and to be delivered in language plain and intelligible to all. Lecturer’s 

The selection of the subjects for these lectures required the greatest care and hqwrt. 
prudence on my part, and, no doubt, on the part of the Directors in sanctioning 
them. Monotony, dryness, and sameness, were to be avoided, in order to secure 
the attention of the prisoners. The great object, was to open the minds of the 
listeners, and dispel, if possible, the Jong and unbroken darkness of vicious igno- 
rance which clouded and concealed the better feelings of their natures, but which 
mankind, indifferent to their amendment, never cared to discover. 

Novelty, usefulness, and applicability, have been, as much as possible, con- 
sidered by me in my lectures to these fallen men. And, though lecturing in 
itself is, comparatively speaking, an easy task ; yet, to bring before my audience 
a new subject each night was, by times, somewhat troublesome ; but the results 
which have arisen from the task have well compensated me for my labours. I 
have, upon many occasions, during the evening, watched with delight the former 
burglar and pickpocket engaged in taking notes of what I was speaking, with a 
view to prepare for the following Saturday evening's competitive examination, 
and with an earnestness, too, that proved to me his mind was awakening from 
its long and repulsive state of torpidity. 

I do not know a more interesting feature in the course of intermediate training 
than the competitive examination held each Saturday evening by the inmates of 
Smithfield ; and it is on these evenings that the effects produced by the special 
instruction peculiar to Intermediate Prisons can best be seen, and its importance 
properly appreciated. Take the convict the first Saturday evening he appears 
upon the floor of the timber hut, known as the Lecture Room, and place him 
side by side with the convict who has been but one month in Smithfield, and 
the contrast can only be known to those who have witnessed it. The new comer 
presents in face and body a stolid, heavy appearance ; his gaze is vacant, and 
frequently his voice, when he speaks, indicates embarrassment and a certain 
want of pi’esence of mind. 

Let me now describe the prisoner who has been some time at Smithfield or 
Lusk. That sluggishness of manner, visible in the other man, does not show itself 
in him. Ask him a question and he will speak up, and in a manly, unhesitating 
tone of voice, give liis answer ; interrogate him as to liis future intentions when 
discharged, and he will tell you the line of action he has struck out for himself; 
speak to him of his past crimes and he will converse with you without hypocrisy, 
and generally conclude by telling you he was a fool; allude to his former com- 
panions in crime and he will tell you that bitter experience has taught him the 
necessity of breaking his connexion with them; enter into conversation with 
him upon social subjects, such as strikes, taxes, and the labour market at homo 
and abroad, and you will find him a man of some common sense, and of rather 
clear ideas for his class. In fine, the convict who spends several months in Lusk 
or Smithfield goes out upon the world a comparatively enlightened man ; and 
why not, when the intellectual training he had received was devised for no other 
purpose than to make him a thinking being, and give him information .which 
becomes as it were a store of mental food, awakening in him the spirit and 
energy of a man, and showing him that even though a convict liis mind is as 
the mind of others. Thus, when he has repaired to his cell he has material for 
reflection, and for discussion when he mingles with his fellow-prisoners dui*ing 
the hours of relaxation. 

My lectures, as I have already observed, are very varied in their character, 
and this I consider necessary. I sometimes take up upon the way-side a stone, 
and tell, as far as it is interesting to them, its history and its structure. A de- 
cayed bramble or withered leaf upon other occasions may form the subject of 
the evening's lecture. At other times I speak to them about the shells of the 
ocean, the fields of vegetation beneath its waters, and of the finny inhabitants 
of the deep. The earth, too, with its forests, mines, mountains, and creatures, 
engages our attention, as well as the glorious sun, the beauteous moon, and the 
brilliant star. In all my lectures I endeavour to bring them with me, and im- 
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? ress them with the wisdom and the providence of God displayed in his works, 
'hus it is we read from time to time a page in the book of nature, of which the 
Creator is the author ; and as we read we learn to admire His attributes, and to 
feel our own insignificance. And whilst so engaged, I speak to them of the 
wondrous works of the Divine Architect, and tell them that though lie is all- 
powerful, He is all-merciful; and though tremendous, He is benign. That such 
lectures have been productive of great and lasting good upon the minds, wills, 
and hearts of those to whom they were addressed, Few will contradict, who would 
take the trouble to peruse the letters written by those who have gone abroad, 
or make themselves acquainted with the positions of the great majority of -those 
who have remained at home. 

I shall now proceed to offer a few remarks upon the supervision of convicts 
when discharged from our gaols. 

The importance of placing discharged convicts under supervision is so ap- 
parent that I deem it almost loss of time to repeat what I have during the past 
seven years stated with reference to it ; there is no feature in the Irish Convict 
System more sound or more essential. Do away with supervision, and you do 
an injustice to society, because you remove the great moral check which the 
honest community possess, and have a right to have, upon every prisoner 
enlarged before the expiration of the sentence which had been recorded against 
him. Exempt the prisoner from supervision, and you enable him to prosecute 
with impunity his former criminal career until such time as he may be detected. 
His companions may be the most depraved, and though your suspicion of his 
guilt may approach to a moral certainty, still he defies you. _ He may frequent 
the abodes of immorality and flagrantly mix and converse with the abandoned, 
and you cannot interfere. The moral laws of society may be outraged at any 
time by the ex- convict when without the pale of supervision, regardless of 
shame or punishment. 

I have had, perhaps, more practical every-day experience of discharged convicts 
than many men of my age ; and strengthened by that experience, I do.not hesi- 
tate to say, that what ballast is to the ship, supervision is to the discharged 
convict ; and without proper supervision any prison system must necessarily be 
unsound and ineffectual. 

Though it is true that at times the demand for Smithfield men is greater than 
the supply, it is right to observe that this demand is confined to those employers 
who have" already been in the habit of employing the class, and who in many 
instances prefer them to the ordinary labourers. But no matter how great the 
inducements held out by employer's to the men, their great desire is to carry 
their labour into a foreign market, where they do not fear recognition by those 
acquainted with their antecedents ; and lienee it is that the very best of the 
Smithfield men are those most desirous to emigrate. 

The importance of encouraging voluntary emigration amongst well-disposed 
prisoners cannot be over-estimated. It is the great safety-valve of any convict 
system, the aim of - which is the reformation, and not the mere punishment of 
the man. Transportation, or we might say compulsory emigration, of our 
criminals, has been pregnant with the worst results, notwithstanding the enor- 
mous expense which has attended it ; but this we are not to wonder at when we 
remember the causes. 

I have repeatedly mentioned the evils resulting from the practice of late years 
of sentencing hardened and habitual thieves to three and four years’ penal ser- 
vitude. The amendment of such men in so short a period of time can scarcely 
be expected. Amongst them the work of moral improvement is a difficult and 
trying task, and by times a hopeless one. To give a trained and practised robber 
or pickpocket three years’ penal servitude, and from that three years to.deduct 
six months, provided his prison conduct warrants the mitigation, is certainly in- 
sufficient. It will be borne in mind that the great majority of the criminals so 
sentenced have been frequent visitors to our county gaols and penitentiaries, and 
known for years as pests of society. For myself, I confess I anticipate very 
great injury to the Irish system if the sentences usually recorded against such 
men do not become more commensurate with their antecedents. It is right I 
should here observe that about seven-eighths of the discharged convicts who have 
relapsed into crime within the last two years were thieves who had been pre- 
viously sentenced to three and four years’ penal servitude. # , . 

There is another evil which I eagerly hope to see removed, which is, permitting 
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returned convicts who have passed through this prison, to associate with those 
anxiously looking forward to their coming here. Now it is evident to any per- 
son knowing the character of old and debased criminals, that they spare no 
pains in infusing their badness into others, and that falsehood is most essential 
to the success of their demoralizing schemes. It would be impossible to convey 
a proper idea of the harm done by these returned convicts against the Intermediate 
Prisons, when they associate and converse with the prisoners, whose great hope 
is to enjoy the benefit and advantages which they confer. Let me, therefore, 
urge upon you, sir, the great necessity of giving the matter your serious con- 
sideration. 

With pain I have now to allude to a circumstance which has occurred within 
the last year, I mean the retirement of your late colleague, Sir Walter Crolton, 
the founder of the Irish Intermediate Prisons. His withdrawal from the scene 
of his useful and philanthropic labours is deeply to be regretted. I now speak 
of him not as my late superior officer, hut as a public man who has passed from 
the stage of public life, but only, as I trust, to recover from the mental and 
physical prostration resulting from over- work and over-anxiety, which was the 
cause of his retirement. 

There yet remains an unchanged friend of the system over which you, sir, 
preside ; one who has ever stood its patron and its friend, I allude to our 
illustrious Viceroy, Lord Carlisle, a nobleman ever foremost in the vanguard of 
Christian philanthropy. With honest truth and unalloyed gratitude must it be 
said that to him is attributable in no small share the success of the Irish Con- 
vict System ; while, to myself, and to the officers of the prison, during the past 
seven years, his patronage has been the greatest incentive to perseverance in 
our arduous duties. 

I cannot permit the present opportunity to escape without according to every 
officer of this prison mv best thanks for their steady, cheerful co-operation at all 
times. I cannot speak too highly of the Superintendent of this prison, Mr. 
Bradfield, a gentleman perseveringly industrious and uniformly obliging. Nor 
must I allow myself to omit according to Mr. Dwyer, the Registrar, that praise 
to which his zeal in promoting the interest of the Intermediate System entitles 
him. 

I have the honour to be, sir, your obedient servant, 



Captain Wliitty, &c,, 

The Director of Convict Prisons, Castle. 



James P. Organ, Lecturer. 



LUSK PRISON. 



PROTESTANT CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

The Vicarage, Lusk, March 7, 1863. 

Sir,— The steady working of the Irish Convict System among _ the mem- 
bers of my communion in the Lusk Prison, while deficient in incident, con- 
tinues to exhibit the grand feature of general reformation. _ My Curate agrees 
with me in reporting the conduct of our people as most satisfactory, and their 
attention to our teaching as very encouraging. They have during the last year 
evinced a friendly and confiding spirit ; and in their demeanour, both at church 
and at private instruction, have shown an amount of earnestness and decorum 
which is truly encouraging, whether one regards their present state or then- 
prospects for the future on their second entry into social life. The total absence 
of harshness in the treatment of them by the warders conduces, in no small 
decree, to the development of the system. And I cannot ount to notice, m par- 
ticular, the faithful manner in which the Prmcipai Warder discharges the duties 
for which he is so well fitted, both in temper and in principle, combining gentle- 
ness with decision, and kindness with strict discipline. To a clergyman it is » 
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privilege to exercise his functions in connexion with so faithful an officer, and 
to minister in his sacred calling among a class of men of such promise as those 
who, so far, have been committed to his care. 

I have the honour to remain, Sir, your very obedient servant, 

William Reeves, d.d., Vicar of Lusk. 

To the Director of the Irish 
Convict Prisons. 



ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Lusk, December 8, 1862. 

Sir, — I am happy to say that since my last Report, with regal’d to the 
prison at Lusk, nothing occurred to lessen it in my estimation *, on the con- 
trary, when two of the prisoners, without any reasonable motive, left the prison, 
the others gave the alarm immediately, and they were captured. This, I con- 
sider, a strong proof of the orderly feeling of the rest of the prisoners. I am 
not surprised at this kind feeling on the. part of the prisoners, for Irishmen are 
always grateful when treated with kindness. 

The Warders, I am aware, do their utmost to awaken this feeling ; and here 
is to be found the mutual good regard that is always found in the Lusk Prison. 

I have the honour to remain, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Augustus Costigax, Roman Catholic Chaplain. 

To the Director of the Convict Prisons 
in Ireland. 



LECTURER’S REPORT. 

January, 1863. 

Sir, I have the honour to submit the following remarks upon the Lusk In- 

termediate Prison. 

This establishment is a mere farm settlement, simple, and in every way rustic 
in its appearance. The buildings consist of two iron-cased huts for the accom- 
modation of the prisoners, together with a few out-offices, used for domestic and 
farm purposes. The area of the farm is estimated at 170 English aeres. Of 
these 121 acres were taken up under a furzy swamp or common, which, at pre- 
sent, is being reclaimed under the able superintendence of Mr. Gallagher, the 
Agriculturist. 

Skirting this common, are some fine fields of arable and pasture lands, the 
value of which has been greatly enhanced since they fell into the possession of 
the Government, owing to the great and skilful labour bestowed upon them 
both by the officers and men, among whom the best feelings exist, as is 
evidenced by the cheerful co-operation which pervades the whole management of 
this Institution. _ . 

I cannot over-estimate the great good arising from having prisoners engaged 
in agricultural labour. Such employment brings them in contact with the 
works of the Great Author of their existence, and under an intelligent and 
faithful instructor their minds must necessarily be enlightened, and their capa- 
cities for future honest action strengthened and enlarged. 

Any persons knowing the antecedents of the criminals assembled upon the 
Lusk farm, pursuing, in gangs, their industrial occupation, must admue the 
humanizing influence wrought upon their hearts and minds by rural labour ; and 
must be impressed with the belief, that out-door productive toil is a pre-eminent 
aid to the reformation of the man. 

It is worthy of notice that, in the labours of the farm, the most delicate soon 
gain strength, and, after a sojourn of a few months, become useful and healthy. 
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Of course, they may not be as skilful as the experienced farm -labourer, but, Smith- 
nevcrtheless, I think they perform a greater amount of work, and with greater field and 
willingness, than any ordinary class of paid workmen. And here I may observe, Lusk 
that the fact of the men purchasing, out of their weekly earnings, articles of 
dress, such as caps, scarfs, &e., in order to appear neat, even in their prison p lllS0 Ns. 
clothes, at the village church or chapel, on Sundays, is in itself, a proof that the -- 
foundation of moral habits, intimately connected with personal comforts, has been Lecturer's 
laid by the course of training and instruction set down for their amelioration Report. 
and amendment. And that the moral lessons which they have received have not 
been given in vain, is proved by their anxiety to have, and their cheerfulness to 
give, their mite in charity, when, upon those mornings, they repair to their respec- 
tive places of religions worship, there silently to raise to their offended God “ the 
inward sighs of humble penitence.” 

View it in whatever light we may, agricultural labour is pre-eminently calcu- 
lated to aid religious and intellectual instructions, in achieving the desired, and 
most devoutly to be wished, object — namely, the thorough reformation of the 
depraved man. 

Returning from the farm, T have more than once reflected upon the beautiful 
and impressive words of a true philanthropist, who tells us that, “ Instructed 
by religion the labourer knows how, in daily toil, lie fulfils the duties and satis- 
fies the moral and natural necessities of his existence, while tlie outward garb of 
mortality is gradually wearing off and the spirit preparing for emancipation.” 

The reclamation of about sixty acres of the wild and swampy common, 
together with other extensive and valuable farm improvements, furnish abun- 
dant proof that the bone and sinew of the convict labourer have been effectively 
employed for the public good. I have often considered the propriety of extend- 
ing convict labour to the millions of unreclaimed acres of land in Ireland, which 
only await the scientific skill of the engineer and the persevering labours of able- 
bodied men to convert them into valuable and productive lands. 

There is much to be done yet in this way, for grand sources of wealth and 
plenty lie neglected throughout the land, painfully, as it were, inviting the 
enterprising to come forth to their development. Let it be remembered that 
“ We want no wailing and whimpering about the absence of happiness, but a 
steady determination to abate misery.” 

Simplicity of life and cheerfulness of disposition, even when engaged in the 
most severe and menial labour, characterize the reformatory system of prison 
management, as carried out upon the Lusk Farm. The food of the men is coarse 
but wholesome, yet sometimes insufficient. Their work is most laborious and 
irksome at some periods of the year, so much so, that 1 have frequently heard 
them say, that they toiled harder upon the commons of Lusk than in any prison 
through which they had previously passed. I have often paused to admire the 
once vicious, destitute town-thief plying his spade and pickaxe as he stood in 
drain or ditch, cold and wet, reclaiming the barren common. At the most 
unpleasant and laborious work, cheerfulness shows itself in the man ; and though, 
perhaps, heretofore sulky, repulsive, and sullen, yet here we find the same man 
amenable to every rule, obliging and obedient to every officer, hopeful and will- 
ing under every circumstance, and hypocritical under none. The vice and 
wretchedness of their former lives they only remember to avoid: for, imbued with 
the spirit of self-dependence, animated with hopeful confidence in the future, 
and cheered and stimulated by the happy success of their former prison com- 
rades in the lioitest labour market at home and abroad, they appear unmindful 
of everything save the two great and guiding motives, the hope of liberty and 
hope of honest employment, when discharged. 

The course of instruction pursued with tlie men of this prison is similar to that 
carried out in Sniithfield. The anxiety of all to improve is highly edifying and 
encouraging. Few men have had greater experience in the field of adult 
education than myself, for I have devoted my whole lifetime to the instruction 
of the labouring poor. I therefore may venture to offer an opinion upon the 
subject. I'Tow, I have always considered it as natural for a man to attend school 
in the evening as it is for a child to attend school during the day. . The mind, of 
the adult is most composed after the day’s toil, and useful and. interesting. in- 
struction in the evening is prized by him as a great boon. During a practical 
experience of tw ent y-three years, I feel myself justified in stating, that I have 
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never known men to have embraced the opportunities afforded for their mental 
culture more earnestly than the prisoners of Lusk and Smithfield. 

I know they appreciate my lectures, and I also know they have a kind regard 
for myself ; hence it is they repose in me their confidence, and, to a great extent, 
permit me to shape their destinies. I cannot well express the relationship, if I 
may be allowed to use the expression, which exists between the men of the In- 
termediate Prison and myself. It may suffice to say, that their after well-beino- 
is, and ever has been, to me, since my connexion with them, an absorbing thought! 
I have laboured to raise their minds and hearts from the vicious, warped, and 
prejudiced condition in which I found them ; and, after a long practical ex- 
perience, I can only say, that I have, in many instances, succeeded, and in other 
cases failed. My own especial position in the service is a very racking, weary- 
ing one, ever chequered with hope and fear, joy and sorrow, perpetual solicitude, 
occasional despondency, but unbroken confidence in the ultimate success of that 
arduous but good and useful cause in which it is my pride to be engaged. 

Lusk is a grand preparatory stage for prisoners to fit them for them after 
occupation in life, whether they return to the country districts from which they 
came, or enter upon the adventurous career of an emigrant — as many of them 
do. There is something very hopeful in the way the prisoners at Lusk take to 
their labour, and the great interest they evince in having everything go right 
about the farm. Should an animal be ill, or the weather unfavourable to their 
work, they manifest as great an anxiety as if they themselves were personally 
concerned. This is a very admirable trait in their character, and one, too, which 
has won for many of them the respect of their employers, when they exchanged 
the restraint of the prison code for the independent freedom of honest occu- 
pation. 

It would, in my mind, be desirable, did circumstances permit, to have a tract 
of land in the immediate vicinity of the city, upon which able-bodied prisoners 
might be employed in farm works, and for a more lengthened period than is 
generally spent in our Intermediate Prisons at present. I should like to see a 
concentration of moral power, and would be glad to find, if possible, one insti- 
tution established upon a firm basis for the treatment of convicts in their last or 
intermediate stage of imprisonment. I have reason to believe that such an 
arrangement would conduce to the benefit of officers and men. 

During tbe past, as in previous years, I have experienced the kindest co- 
operation of the officers of this Prison. Mr. Gunning continues to take the 
liveliest interest in the men committed to his charge, and in all things connected 
with his very responsible office, the duties of which he discharges with impar- 
tiality and integrity. 

To Mr. Gallagher much is due for the steady improvement of the farm, and 
the painstaking manner in which he expounds the principles of modern agricul- 
ture to his pupils, practically and theoretically. I can well say of Mr. Daly 
that I have proved him to be an honest and zealous officer and a faithful assistant 
to me. To the other officers I accord my best thanks for their uniform willing- 
ness to aid me upon all occasions, when circumstances rendered their assistance 
necessary. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient servant, 



Captain Whitty, 

The Director of Convict Prisons, Castle. 



James P. Organ, Lecturer. 



[Appendix. 
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Regulations with reference to Convicts sentenced to Penal Ser- 
vitude under the Act of 1857 (20 & 21 Vic., cap. 3.) 

Notice. 

1 . The A et of Parliament passed in June. 1837, provides that sentences of penal 
servitude are to be of the same duration as sentences of transportation previously 

awarded, instead of the sentences of shorter extent under the Act of 1853 thus, a 

sentence of four years' penal servitude under the Act of 1833 stands in place of a 
sentence of seven years' transportation ; whereas for the same offence under the re- 
cent Act of 1837, the sentence awarded is liable to be one of seven years' penal servitude. 

In the case of the shorter sentences under the Act of 1833, the whole has to be 
spent in imprisonment, a certain proportion, in the case of well conducted prisoners, 
being allowed to be passed in Intermediate Prisons, but in the case of sentences 
under the recent Act, the terms being longer, a portion is allowed to be remitted 
on licence towards the end of the sentence, if the conduct of the prisoner shall 
have been deserving of this indulgence. 

The following scale shows the earliest periods at which prisoners convicted 
under the recent Act may qualify themselves by unexceptionable conduct for admis- 
sion to the privileges of the Intermediate Prisons : — 



Scale. 



Class and number of marks to be gained 
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2. The above earliest possible periods of removal to Intermediate Prisons apply 
only to those of the most unexceptionable character, atid no remission of the full 
sentence will take place unless the prisoner has qualified himself by carefully 
measured good conduct for passing the periods in the Intermediate Prisons pre- 
scribed by the Rules ; and any delay in this qualification will have the effect of 
postponing his admission into the Intermediate Prisons, and thereby deferring to 
the same extent the remission of a portion of his sentence. 

3. Couvicts under sentence for “Life” will not be eligible for consideration for 
remission under twelve years ; in the event of their misconducting themselves they 
will not he eligible at so early a period, and may be retained even for “Life," 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




Appendix. 



62 Appendix to Ninth Annual Report of the Directors 

4. According to the requirements of the colony of Western Australia, a certain 
number of convicts may be sent from this country from time to time ; the selec- 
tion will he made from the well-conducted, at about half the period of their 
sentence. Convicts under “ Life Sentences” will not be eligible for removal until 
eight years from the date of their convictiou. 

5. It will be quite evident to the convicts that their future position depends 
upon their own exertions, and that the importance of the classification in furce in 
the prisons, and of the marks regulating it, lias been much increased by these rules. 

t>. It will be necessary, therefore, that each convict should make himself 
thoroughly acquainted both with these rules and the classification which is to 
govern them as quickly as possible, for which every facility will be afforded him. 
He will thus learn the importance of preserving a good character in Mountjoy 
Prison as well as on the Public Works. 

7. There may be exceptional cases and crimes of such a heinous description as 
to preclude offenders from being treated in the ordinary manner ; these will be 
dealt with specially by the Government. 

By Order, 



Director. 



Conditions endorsed on every Ticket of Licence in the United Kingdom. 

1. The power of revoking or altering the Licence of a convict will most certainly 
be exercised in case of his misconduct. 

2. If, therefore, he wishes to retain the privilege, which by his good behaviour 
under Penal Discipline he has obtained, he must prove by his subsequent conduct 
that he is really worthy of Her Majesty’s clemency. 

3. To produce a forfeiture of the Licence it is by no means necessary that the 
holder should be convicted of any new offence. If he associates with notoriously 
bad characters, leads an idle and dissolute life, or has no visible means of obtaining 
an honest livelihood, &c., it will be assumed that he is about to relapse into crime, 
and he will be at once apprehended, and recommitted to prison under his original 
sentence. 



Regulations for the Enforcement of these Conditions in Ireland. 

1. Each convict will report himself to the Constabulary Station of his locality on 
his arrival in the district, and subsequently on the 1st of each month. 

2. A convict must not change his locality without notifying the same at his 
Constabulary Station, in order that his registration may be changed to the locality 
to which he is about to proceed. 

3. An infringement of these rules by the convict will cause it to he assumed that 
he is leading an idle and irregular life, and thereby entail a revocation of his licence. 



Director, 

Government Prisons’ Office, 
Dublin Castle. 



Notification made to the Constabulary on the Liberation of a Convict 
on Licence. 

Government Prisons’ Office, 
Dublin Castle, 186 



descriptive particulars. 



Hair, .... 
Eyes, .... 
Eyebrows, 

Rose, .... 
Mouth, 

Complexion, 

Visage, 

Make 

Height, Feet, Inches. 
Age on Conviction in 18 



Sir, 

I have to inform you that a “Ticket 
of Licence” has been granted to Convict 

who will, on discharge, proceed to 



. I have the honour to be. Sir, 
Your obedient servant. 



Director, 

Born at \ 

Friends reside at j 

To the Inspector-General of Constabulary , Dublin Castle. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




of Convict Prisons in Ire/and. 



63 



Notification made by the Constabulary yhen a Conyict on Licence changes appendix 
Ms Residence from one locality to another. 

County of 
District of 
Sub-District of 

Register of Convict, No.* 

on Ticket of Licence (see Circular, 1st January, 1857). 

* i. e. No. in Convict Book, as stated on Ticket of Licence. 

descriptive particulars. Date on which the Convict first reported 

(Circular Paragraph 1.) himself at this Sub-District. (Circular, 

paragraph 2.) 

Hair, Name and Address of person by whom 

Eyes, employed. 

Eyebrows, .... Date on which the Convict left this Sub- 

Nose, District. (Circular, paragraph 4.) 

Mouth, To what Sub-District and County re- 

Complexion, .... moved. (Circular, paragraph 4.) 

Visage, 

Make, 

Height 

Born at 

Friends reside at ... 186 Constable. 



Report of Conduct. 

(Note.— In the event of the removal of the above-named convict to another Sub- 
District, a copy of the foregoing particulars (including report of conduct), is to 
be transmitted to the Constable thereof ; and in case of further removals the 
same rule is to be observed ; so that the convict’s conduct daring the whole 
period he has been on licence may be ascertained in the last Sub-District in 
which he is located.) 



Particulars of every Case in Custody in a County or Borough Prison 
which is even suspected to be that of a Discharged Convict, and which is 
forwarded to the Directors of Convict Prisons for Confirmation and 
Identification. 

Gaol. 



Particulars, Description, &c., of a Prisoner suspected or known to have been 
a Discharged Convict. 

Particulars under which now in Custody. Description. 



Name, .... 

Crime 

Date of Trial, . 

Sentence, if passed, . 

Particulars of former Conviction as far 
as is known or can be ascertained. 

Name, .... 

County where Tried, 

Date of Conviction, . 

Crime 

Sentence, .... 

When Discharged from Con- 
vict Prison, . 

Prison from which dis- 
charged, 



Hair, .... 

Eyes, .... 
Eyebrows, 

Nose, .... 

Mouth, .... 
Complexion, . 

Visage, .... 

Make, .... 

Height, Feet, Inches. 
Marks on Person, . 

Present Age, Tears. 

Trade or Calling, . 

Prison Trade, 

Born at . 

Resided before committal at 
Friends reside at 

Whether identified as having been 
a Convict, and by whom. 



Observations. 



Governor. 

18 
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Letter forwarded iu the case of every Discharged Convict again brought to 
Trial. 



Government Prisons’ Office, 
Dublin Castle, 18 

Sir, 

The enclosed particulars of have been compared 

with the books ot this office, and are correct. In the event of his being found 
guilty of the present charge, the Directors of Convict Prisons request that the 
notice of the Judge may be particularly called to the circumstance of his being an 
“ Habitual Offender,’’ with the view of his receiving a sentence proportionate to 
his perseverance in pursuing a course of crime. 

Please to notify the result of the Trial to this office and return the enclosure at 
the same time. 



I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 



Director of Convict Prisons. 



The Governor, 

Gaol. 



Return showing the Proportion of Sick and Deaths to the 
Number of Prisoners in the Irish Convict Prisons for the years 
1854, 1855, 1856, and 1857. 
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Returw showing the Proportion of Sick and Deaths to the 
Number of Prisoners in the Irish Convict Prisons for the years 
1858, 1859, 1860, 1861, and 1862. 7 
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* Philipstowa Prison -was closed on the 31st March, 1862. 
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